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Summary:

Horticultural crops are one of the important agricultural development hubs in
Egypt because it were provide the needs of the market. It absorbs a large amount of
human labor and It is an important source of food industries.

Citrus is one of the most important fruit crops in Egypt because the environmental

climate in Egypt is attributed to the cultivation of all its varieties in all Egyptian

Governorates. and the quantities produced from those other varieties. Citrus fruits in

general and Navel Oranges in particular are the first popular fruits in Egypt due to

their nutritional value and prices. compared to other fruits. and the length of their
time in the market.

The problem of this study is that the area planted with the Navel Orange in the
heart - which is one of the most important Navel Orange varieties in Egypt - is under
constant decline in Sharkia Governorate. as well as the decline in the average
production of acres per tonne in Sharkia Governorate in recent years than in Egypt.

The study aimed to identify the problems that some farmers removed the navel
Navel Orange gardens and others refrain from planting plant them. As well as to
know the farmers' proposals to solve these problems.

The study is based on two main sources of data. The First: Secondary data
published by the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation. Central Agency for
Public Mobilization and Statistics. and unpublished data from the Directorate of
Agriculture in Sharkia. The Second Source: preliminary data Collected by
questionnaire form designed for this purpose. The study used descriptive and
quantitative methods in data analysis and presentation of the results.

The most important findings of the study:

1- There is an annual increase in both the cultivated area and the productivity of the
feddan and the total production of orange in Egypt at the level of Egypt. while
there is a shortage and deterioration in the total area and fruitful in Sharkia
Governorate.

2-Total variable costs amounted to 1253.77 LE per feddan representing about
66.20% of the total costs which amounted to 19427.39 LE per feddan. The fixed
costs amounted to 6573.62 LE per feddan. representing about 33.80% of the total
cost of producing an acre of Navel Orange. which amounted to 19427.39 LE per
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feddan. Thus. variable costs represent two-thirds. while fixed costs represent one-
third. It means that variable costs are twice the fixed costs.

3-The average value of the first batch of Navel Orange in the sample of the study
was 29383.81 pounds per feddan representing about 81.94%. and the average value
of the second batch. but about 1608.30 pounds per feddan. representing about
18.5% of the total revenue of the feddan.

4- The results of the production function indicate a positive relationship between the
production of Navel Orange per ton and between the number of technical work
hours. the amount of net nitrogen and the amount of pure phosphate. While there is
an inverse relationship between the amount of Navel Orange production and the
amount of net pesticide used.

5- The results of the cost function indicate that the optimum size of the area to be
grown with Navel Orange is 52.1 feddans. Thus. the importance of increasing the
area cultivated and thus increasing the number of fruit trees is realized so as to
achieve the economic efficiency and productivity of the Navel Orange.

6- All indicators of the economic efficiency of the production of Navel Orange
indicate the high efficiency of production and the achievement of citrus production
of total revenue and net more than the total production costs.

7- A study of the distribution of the pie paid by the final consumer shows that the
trade and marketing of Navel oranges in the local market are profitable.

8- The most important problems of production and marketing of Navel Orange in the
basket are the high prices of agricultural inputs. especially insecticides and fungi.
the scarcity of some pesticides. the low efficiency of the performance of
agricultural service operations. and the high incidence of pests. insects and
diseases.

9- The most important problems of Navel Orange marketing in the presence of the
existence of price distortions and instability in selling prices. the lack of interest of
farmers to identify the appropriate stage for collection. and the old ways to collect.
sorting. grading and filling fruits.

10- There are many proposals and means to solve the problems faced by Navel
Orange farmers. including: the tightening of control. the provision of fertilizers and
pesticides appropriate and at the right price for the needs of farmers. providing
appropriate technical information for farmers. and marketing of Navel Orange
through contractual agriculture by contracting between the Egyptian Government
and Farmers to reduce the greed Traders and exploitation of farmers.

The main recommendations of the study:

1- Attention to the views of farmers on the problems of production and marketing of
Navel Orange. which resulted in the removal of some gardens. and others refuse
to renew their farms or build new farms.

2- Attention to the opinions of farmers and their proposals to solve those problems
and how to promote the efficiency of production and marketing performance of
orange in its entirety.

3- Research centers should interest with producing highly productive seedlings.
resisting pests. insects and diseases. and produce fruits with good specifications.

4- The role of agricultural extension is actualized in the field of horticultural crops
in general and citrus and Navel Oranges in particular.

5- Chemical pesticides are codified or replaced with integrated biological control.

6- A fund must be established to balance prices to reduce price distortions from
year to year.



