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An Analytical Study For Relative Efficiency To Distribute The
Egyptian Agricultural Foreign Trade Into Arab And African

Markets
Dr. Zaky Ismail Zaky Nassar Dr. Essam Sabry Soliman Ali

Summary

Arabian and African countries are the major markets for the Egyptian exports.
As a matter of fact, Alliance economy is one of the major economic phenomena in
the world. Therefore, the integration between Arabian and African economy and the

alliance economy is the only way to strengthen Egypt’s economy and to incorporate it

in the international economy. This study was carried out in order to increase the value

of commercial trade between Egypt and the Arabian and African countries through
quantity of trade flows. Moreover, to identify the most important Arabian and
African countries that are expending or limiting imports from Egypt through data
envelopment analysis model depending on linear programming method for measuring

the relative efficiency of the trade. The results revealed a decreased in relative
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importance for Egypt’s exports to UAE, Syria and Lebanon, in spite of increasing

exports value to these countries. On the other hand, the relative importance for
Egypt’s exports to KSA and Libya during the period 2000-2014 has increased.
Regarding Egypt’s imports, the results revealed an increased in the imports from
Kuwait, UAE and Iraq, and decreased in relative importance for Egypt’s imports
from KSA, Algeria, Libya, Syria and Sudan during the same period. For African
countries (non-Arabian), the results showed a decreased in relative importance for
Egypt’s exports to Kenya, Angola, Malawi, Mauritius and Tanzania, in spite of
increasing exports value to these countries. While an increase in relative importance
of Egypt’s exports was evidenced to Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Eritrea and Namibia
during the study period. Regarding Egypt’s imports, the results showed an increase in
the imports from Kenya and Zambia during the same period. Concerning the
agricultural products, the results showed an increase in relative importance for
Egypt's exports to KSA, UAE, Sudan and Kuwait during the study period, while
showed a decrease to Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. Regarding Egypt's imports, an
increase was noticed from Lebanon. For African countries (non-Arabian), the results
showed an increase in relative importance for Egypt's exports of agricultural products
to Eritrea, Burundi, Congo, Rwanda and Mauritius, while showed a decrease to
Ethiopia, Zambia and Kenya. Egypt's exports of agricultural products were blocked to
Angola, Tanzania, Malawi, Namibia and South Africa. While Egypt's imports of
agricultural products showed an increase from Kenya, and blocked from Angola,
Congo, Madagascar, Swaziland, Tanzania, Namibia and South Africa. The order of
the Arab countries in terms of the efficiency of agricultural exports for commodity
quantity was ranked as follows: KSA, UAE, Kuwait, Iraq, Syria, Djibouti, Lebanon,
Libya, Jordan, Somalia, Yemen, Oman, Sudan and Qatar with a degree of efficiency
of 1.0000, 0.3321, 0.2535, 0.1815, 0.1385, 0.1200, 0.1010, 0.0993, 0.0993, 0.0902,
0.0824, 0.0736, 0.0720, 0.0627, respectively. In terms of the efficiency of agricultural
exports for commodity value, the Arab countries were ranked as follows: KSA, UAE,
Iraq, Djibouti, Algeria, Libya, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Somalia, Qatar, Oman, Sudan,
Yemen, Tunisia and Morocco, with a degree of efficiency of 1.0000, 0.4092, 0.2586,
0.1900, 0.1891, 0.1753, 0.1637, 0.1572, 0.1503, 0.0917, 0.0858, 0.0848, 0.0808,
0.0739, 0.0714, 0.0664, respectively, Concerning the African countries (non-Arabian)
in terms of the efficiency of agricultural exports for commodity quantity, they were
ranked as follows: Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mauritius, Rwanda, South Africa,
Seychelles and Angola, with a degree of efficiency of 1.0000, 0.2112, 0.1881,



oA Ay 5019 dn al (3 sul & paad Due) ;30 Aua JAY B el ay el Al BpliSl Abdat A
0.1254, 0.1122, 0.0825, 0.0528, 0.0528, respectively. Regarding The efficiency of

agricultural exports for commodity value the order of the African countries (non-

Arabian) in were ranked as follows: Eritrea, Ethiopia, South Africa, Congo, Ghana,
Kenya, Mauritius, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Rwanda, Seychelles, Nigeria, Gabon and
Angola, with a degree of efficiency of 1.0000, 0.7921, 0.4298, 0.3596, 0.3596,
0.3070, 0.2982, 0.2193, 0.2105, 0.1404, 0.1404, 0.1228, 0.1228, 0.0597, respectively.
Summing up the results, this study recommends the following: Development a
national strategy to enhance the trade between Egypt and the Arab and African
countries, especially from agricultural products with highly additive value. This will
increase the value of Egypt’s exports, in addition to facilitate more real investments
and more labor opportunities. Furthermore, this will increase the Egypt’s industrial
agricultural exports, especially to the Arabian Gulf countries with high purchasing
power. Moreover, it is anticipated that Egypt will formulate conventions with Arab
and African countries, creating a joint investment zone. This also will increase the
Arabian and African investments through giving economic motives to the investors.
Consequently, this will ease job opportunities and increase the exports, especially for
the products that do not drain the natural resources, particularly water resources.
Increasing the Egyptian exports to the Arabian North African countries (Tunisia,
Algeria and Morocco) will substantially impact the overall Egypt’s exports.



