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Dimensions of media wealth among Saudi university
youth users of social networks

(field study)

Dr.Salim Nassir Alshareif

Assistant Professor
Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University
College of Media and Communication

Abstract:

The study examined, by research and analysis, the dimensions of media
wealth among Saudi university youth users of social networks, by
verifying a set of goals and assumptions. In its theoretical construction,
the study relied on the assumptions of the medium richness theory,
which assumes that computer communication is a rich and useful means
of the message and is more accurate due to the functions of exposure,
audience and interaction, through which it is possible to measure the
richness of information, among the least and most means through the
number of positions available in the media medium.

With regard to conducting the field study; The study relied on the survey
method in obtaining information and data on the phenomenon being
studied, on a sample of (440) individuals, including (230) male and
female students from Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University, and
(210) male and female students from King Saud University. The study
was based on the self-selection technique, as it is the most optimal and
appropriate method of sampling in the study of social networks. The
study also relied on the online questionnaire as a tool for collecting data
from the respondents.

Through the survey method, the study used frequency tables,
percentages, and the relationship between variables through descriptive
and inferential statistics coefficient; To reveal the extent and type of
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relationship, whether it is a significant or non-significant relationship
between the vocabulary and variables of the study.

The study reached many important results, as the results revealed that
Saudi university youth use social networks at a very high level, which
draws attention to the importance of investing their capabilities and
interactive capabilities in achieving educational goals at the level of
Saudi universities. The results also revealed that the Facebook network
topped the other social networks in the preferences of Saudi university
youth for the types of social networks, despite the fact that Saudi Arabia
topped the list of countries that used the most Twitter network. The
results also confirmed the emergence of motives for the utilitarian uses
of social networks, In addition to the achievement of cognitive
gratification to a higher degree compared to social and recreational
gratifications, the results of the study revealed high perceptions among
Saudi youth towards the dimension of multiplicity of symbols and media,
as one of the most important dimensions of media richness in social
networks from the viewpoint of Saudi university youth.
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