(1 piie gu oAl aa sl Guolle Yl Olnlnlgtgadlddae

5819 s b o AT o401 s 50! sk
UpﬁMQdﬁ@'&gﬁt&Mtzw
The effectiveness of citizen television journalism

in monitoring the reality of life of Arab societies In
the Corona pandemic
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The developments of the Corona pandemic have become a concern of
the Arab public, especially in light of the spread of the third wave
worldwide and in light of the increasing number of deaths and injuries
and the beginning of the distribution of various vaccines. The media and
social media are rich in many media treatments that follow these
developments, so the problem of the study is crystallized in identifying
the role of citizen television journalism programs in addressing the
events of the Corona pandemic and measuring the effectiveness of
these programs in monitoring the reality of life of Arab societies by
applying to the content of the | Witness program on the BBC platform in
YouTube.

A sample of 24 episodes of the | Witness program was analyzed for
talking about the Corona pandemic in Arab countries. The time frame
for the analytical study was extended from April 2020 to September
2020 over a period of six months to allow the largest number of
treatments / media posts to appear, especially that This period is the
peak of the Coronavirus spread in the first stage.

The results of the study concluded:

1- Some members of the public have resorted to the | am the
witness program to transmit their experience by recording and
monitoring the features of the conditions they live in in light of
the imposition of the embargo measures in their Arab countries.
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—-YThe positive interaction of citizens with the Corona crisis is
evidence of the Arab public's awareness of the importance of its role
in society to support the state to overcome emergency crises.

—YThe episodes of the program “I am the withess” are an indication
of the possibility of success of the experience of the citizen journalist
in the Arab region.

Key words: Citizen TV journalism - Corona Pandemic - BBC Channel
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