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Abstract:

The educational museum of Antiquities of the
faculty of Arts, Alexandria  University
(EMAFAAU) possesses four unpublished pottery
urns from the type known in the Hellenistic era as
Hadra vases. It was believed that it was locally
made in Egypt, but the studies proved that the
majority of them were imported from Crete. Those
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urns were decorated with many floral and
geometric motifs as well as some other figurative
scenes.

This research aims to identify and provide a date of
those un-published urns, as well as trying to know
their provenance, and their role and importance in
the ancient cemeteries of Alexandria and their
relation within the architectural framework of the
tombs' plans. The research will compare and
analyze those urns with other ones which were
discovered in some tombs in ancient Alexandria.
Also the research will deal with the colored
decorations and the technique of their manufacture
and also the remains of the wreaths that were
decorating them and its relation within the gender
of the buried person inside. Also the research will
concentrate on the process of cremation and where
it was took place and how it was practiced in the
tombs of the ancient city or in special places,
crematoria. The research will investigate about
who used cremation or in other words, which
nationality of the cosmopolitan city used cremation
urns?! These are some questions that the research
will try to answer.

Keywords: Hadra Vases-Cremation-Alexandrian
Tombs
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1972) Vol.1, 38-60
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