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Patterns of wall paintings in the ancient

red monastery
abstract

Sohag governorate contains many Pharaonic, Coptic and
Islamic archaeological areas, which is a tourist destination
for many interested in Egyptian heritage in its various eras.
Red monastery considers the most important of these areas,
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which is an open museum; because of all its surfaces and
walls are covered with Icons,The subjects of the Icons
was varied: such as subjects from the Old Testament, icons
representing the Christian faith, such as Christ in majesty,
the nursing Virgin, the Pentacrator icon and others, it also
representing the popes of the church during the construction
period with the local saints, and symbolic icons of animals,
birds, plants and geometric shapes.

All these wall- paintings still retain their colors until now,
especially after the preservation and restoration work of the
sanctuary, which extended for nearly Ten years (Y« +Y-Y+ )Y
AD) under the management of the American Research
Center in Egypt ARCE, in partnership with the Supreme
Council of Antiquities. And based on the visit of the
Minister of Tourism and Antiquities in Y:Y) to the
monastery, accompanied by the ambassadors of ¢+ Arab
and foreign countries, we found that we have to shed light
on this great archaeological site to attract people who
interested in Egyptian antiquities from outside and inside

Egypt.

Key words

The Red Monastery - Sohag - Coptic Art - Anba
Shenouda - Icon of Theotokos
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