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The symbolism of killing a snake in pre-dynastic
times through a unique rock art scene

Abstract:

Rock arts are drawings and inscriptions created by the artist
in prehistoric times to express the human feeling and beliefs
of that period, In the Egyptian rock scenes of pre-dynastic
times, we find symbols that express religious, political, and
myths aspects which were developed in later ages, and
some of these symbols could be interpreted obviously,
While other symbols could not be clearly identified

because their meanings are not fully understood, These arts
and inscriptions were not spontaneous work, but were done
according to certain rituals stemming from his spiritual
beliefs. The human relationship with the snake was filled
with a lot of mixed feelings between disgust, hatred and
fear, and all this duality of feelings led to the emergence of
many myths and beliefs the ancient Egyptians personified
the causes of chaos and evil in the snake Apophis, which
threatens order, represented by the rebellious snake. It was
mentioned in the coffins and Book of the Dead.

The ancient Egyptian artist in pre-dynastic times expressed
this concept through a rare rock inscription representing the
Killing of the snake by a bird resembling an ostrich or the
Ba, The aims of this research are; shed light on this rarely
repeated topic, and other scenes of pre-dynastic artifacts
that represent the symbolism of Kkilling the snake, and
highlight the extent of its importance and the meanings and
political and religious connotations that developed after that
in later historical eras.
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