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Introduction

Many people who are not specalized in political science obtain their political knowledge
from media. The daily news plays a vital role in forming political knowledge. News pres-
entation differs according to the culture of the professionals and their organizations. The
skills we have in dealing with media messages may have direct relation to our way of pro-
cessing news; thus, knowledge acquisition is affected. Consequently, news media literacy
skills help in processing news intensely and creating better political knowledge.

Literature Review

The theoretical framework demonstrated in the review includes two models which are
the Heuristic-Systematic Model (Eagly, & Chaiken, 1993) and the cognitive mediation mod-
el {(Bveland Jr, 2001; Eveland Jr., 2002). The Heuristic-Systematic Model explains how an
individual deals with information when he or she receives a message, and forms judgments
and/or takes decisions. Furthermore, the cognitive mediation model focuses on the facters
that mediate the process of gaining political knowledge as a result of processing the news.

Moreover, a number of studies have tested correlation between information processing
and learning knowledge, while one study examined the correlation between news media lit-
eracy skills and gaining political knowledge. Nevertheless, there are no previous studies that
relate these variables together in order to benefit from their findings in improving this re-
search methodalogy. In conclusion, there is a gap from the previous studies that shows the
need to investigate the relation between these variables together.

Research Problem Statement, Re-
search Questions and Hypotheses

In this digital age, we should be aware
of media messages inaccuracy, fabrication,
bias, disinformation, irresponsibility, sen-
sationalism, misrepresentation, and viola-
tion of personal privacy. In addition, we
need to be attentive to national and inter-
national rights, regulatory organizations
and the rules applied in the field of media
that serve audiences and professionals who
work in this field. Acquiring this aware-
ness comes from leaning media literacy
skills in order to deal with media messages
that surround us everywhere at home, in
work, and on the streets.

The importance of media literacy skills
are central in processing media messages
and attaining high-level of understanding
of the information presented. The lack of
media literacy skills or having a low level
of it, may lead to the automatic or artificial
processing of information, and receiving
little knowledge from the message.

Additionally, news media literacy skills
dim to improve news processing and
knowledge acquisition. Therefore, this re-
search gained its imporance from de-
veloping a scale that assesses people's lev-
els of skills and knowledge.

The following research questions and
hypotheses demonstrate the relations that
were tested in this research:

R.Q.1: What is the relation between
the level of news media literacy skills
and the type of news processing?

Hla: Low level of news media literacy
skills is negative related to heuristic pro-
cessing of news,

H1b: High level of news media literacy
skills is positively related to systematic
processing of news.

R.(Q.2: What is the relation between
the type of news processing and the level
of political knowledge?
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Hla: Heunstic nows processing s neg-
atively reizted w the how level of palitical
knowledge,

H2b: Bystematic news processing is pos-
itively related w the kigh level af political

H.A)3: Whal is the relation between
students’ level of news media literacy
skills and the level of political knowl-
edge?

H3a: Students who have o high level of
news media literacy skills have a high level
of palrtical knowledge.

H3b: Students who have a low level of
news media literacy skills have a low level
of political knowledge.

R.a)d: What is the relation between

H4: A high level of media gratifications
sought, news medin reliamce and elab-
orative processing will positively relate to a
high level of political knowledge.

Methods

A survey method was osed sfter the ex-
perts’ feedback. The pilot survey included
eRcessive scales’ items and political knowl-
edge questrans. The eaperts helped the re-
searches in reducing the political knowl-

suggestad selecting cne medium instead of
applying the survey with respect 1 all
mass medium in order [0 remove many
itemis. The 1al was tested on & small sam-
ple before the final application 1o ensure jts
validity, A fmal guestionnaire was de-
signed do include scales for mensuring
news media literacy skills and news pro-
cegsing, the copgniiive mediaton model

In onder 1o design SNMLS scale, the re-
searcher conducted o pilod test on 22 re-
spandents from the sampie wnder shady by
fallowing certain steps. Frstly, the type of
the scale was & S-point Likeri scale. Sec-

ondly, scale items were determined for as-
sessing each skill Thirdly, each statement
on the scale was clarified sccording to the
age group of the semple. Fourthly, the scale
was prepared in a survey 1o conduct the pre-
iest on 3 sub-sample of the main one with
the same charscteristics. Fifthly, the re.
searcher carried out & factor analysis for the
scale's ilems to select items with high ne-
liakilsty and avoiding sems of low facor
Inadings. Lastly, the final survey contained
the valid itzms of the SNMLS scale tha
was applied on the main research sample;
the same steps applied on the scales that
measure the other vartables of the swdy.

In addition, the political knowledie gues-
thons and suggestions of some answers were
selected depending on previous studies and
the advice of Professor Mohamed Hussein
Mustafn {professor of Political Scence, Fa-
culty of Economics and Political Science &
Caire Universaty].

The final survey included three main sec-
tions, which ane:

= First section: Demographics and
other guestions.

* Second secton: SNMLS gquestions
an & 5 point Likert scale for each skill of the
seven, Schemer, Matthes & Wirth (2008)
Heuristic sysiematic news processing scale
questions, and the items of the cogmitive
mediation mode]l measures thal used by
Beaudoin C. E, & Thorson E. (2004},

* Third section: Factual political
knowledge and Structurnd political knowl-
edipe questions.

The stody mimed o investigate the re-
hﬁouhmunmmadilﬁmﬂk,
medin reliance, and elsborative processing
amd potiteal kmowledge, Thegefore, the ed-
ucational field is supposed to affiect the lev-
el of each variable deperding on the m-
dividual differences.  Consequently, this

research lested the educational field of the
students that is divided inte three cutegories
media, politics, and other in owder In
achigve the mtermal vabidity and avoid af-
fecting the relation between  independent

and dependent varinhles,

The mitial plan aimed to control for the
medin and politics fields, but for two rea-
sons the resenrcher comtrolled for all edoca-
tinnal fields. Firaly, hecanse the sample is
etudents at the Amenican Linfversity in Cal-
ma who are well educated und they maoy be
studying elective courses from media or po-
litical science depariments. Secondly, the
resulis revealed thar more than 70 % of st-
dents have high news medin literacy ekills
a5 shown in Figure (1). This may sftribute
o the high level of education and the
avareness they get from the sctivities beld
sbout media and politics in Egypt at the
American University in Caira. For these
reasons, the research statistically provided a
comparison between tie fesulls with con-
trolling for this varable and without con-
trolling it

SNMLS levels
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Figure (1;: Levels of News Media Lir-
eracy Skills among Amevican Umiversity
Students 2004

News Media Literacy Messures

This research developed o new scale for
measuring news media licracy skills, as
shown m table (1), scoording o the skills
themselves and not according to domains
such i those previously mentioned in the
smoking and news media literacy scales.

Acconding to the original version of
Bioom's Taxonomy that is designed for set-




ting bearming objectives for studenss, the
highest three levels are analyxis, synthesis
and evalustion, while the revised version
considered the highest three levels as anal-
yuis, evaluation and creation (Jolls, 20023
The original classificicion considess eval
uaition o creation, while revised classifica-
tion considers evalustion a5 @ level that
precesdes crestion. In  conirast,  the
UNESCO's mode! suggested for ascquiring
MM media lneracy and 1CT skills dif-
ferentinies  between two differest levels
which are evaluation that inclades syn-
thesis, and creation (Lee, Lou, Carbo, &
Gengfing, 2013)

This research proposes a classification
for news medin lierncy skills hased on
Bloem's Taxomomy (Jolls, 2012), and
UMESCO's madel suggested for aoquiring
2020 medin lheracy and ICT skifls (Lee,
Lam, Carbo, & Gendina, 20013}, News me-
dis Bicracy skills (Table 1) s divaded inin
seven levels pertaining 10 onine sewspagor
10 be meagured. The seven skills include 41
items for messuring the theee levels of
news medla liveracy that were exed on &
sub-sample i order o be reduced and con-
centruted. The scale’s items are crested and
adapled frosn mine stodees (Craft, Maks] &
Ashley, 13 Aghley, Maksl & Craft,
2013; Gowh & Dewta, 1005, Literat, 201 3;
Burson, 2010; Real, 2008; Gonzales, 20012;
Kurbanogiu, Akkoyunln & Umay, 2006
Ewopean Commussion, DG Information
Society & EAVL, 2011} This research se-
lecied the online newspapers as the stu-
dents' main news source then adapied ihe
SNMLS scales' items for measuring the
skills by focusing on the onbine pews-

Table 1: Scale of News Maedia Literscy
Skalls (SNMLS)

Core concepis

SMMLS items

1} Access Skills

ACI— | resd online scwspupers usimg
imhlets

Table I': Scale of News Medio Literacy Skifls (SNMILS)

SMNMVLS items
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6} Fvalnsie Skills

EV1--Mast news stories give repeesentation 1o sll sides of an issiie *
m—f ) determine whetber or not the news informasion i

mﬂm e v,
EVE-Jf | pay MHWWHM 1 cam avaid

being misinjormed. **
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will b most usefinl for we. *=

Heuristic- Systematic News Pro-

cetsing Measures
Schemes, Maithes & Winth (200H) de-

ecale an sdvantage of replication in other
stuciies. Thas research wsed the scale with an
alteration of asking ahoul political issues in

veloped the heurislic-systematic nows pro-
cessing scale composed of ax llems for
each mode on a S-paint scale scored from
{1 for “do not agree at sl o 5 for “fully
agrec'), 0 ECAsUMC BEWS PROCCSRing re-
ganting certum topics.

The reasons for selecting this scale 1o be
used by the cument research mre 1) it was
developed after sindying weaknesses and
strengths of previons mews processing
scales 2) it was testerd on a convenient san
ple and refined then applied on & repre-
sented sample 3) the scule ems were test
od again in a thicd stedy to ensare il
reliability and consroct validity 40 the
scale’s application on the represeatative
samiple nod vesting its validity gives the

general instead of asking about certain dop-
ea s shown in Table 2: The Heuristic- Sya-
teimistic Model Scale's Heimns




Tabie 2: The Heurioie- Spstomatic Model Scale's tems

The Cognitive Medistion Model
Measures

This stody used the cogmitive mediation
measures tsed by Besudoin C, E., & Thor-
son E. (2004 in his study “Testing the

Cogmitive Mediation Model: The Roles of
Mews Reliapce and Three Granfications
Sought”, The thees measures used by them
were adapted by the resemcher acconding
v vhis sy purpose as shoown in Table (3}

Table 3: Cognitive Mediation Model Seale's fiems

* Reversed on the seale
** Itewms removed after facior analysis

Political Knowledge Measores

Political knowledge refers o the under-
wunding of political information, 1o farm
connections between different information,
aml o have knowledge, while palitical in-
formation indicates filteted pece: of
knowledge (Elo & Rapeli, 2010). Thene-
fowe, factual and structural political knowl-
edge are considensd o the 1wo dimensions
of messuring political knowledge (Ahmed,
2001,

The researcher selected the political
knowledge questions depending oa the Elo
& Rapeli (30007 messurcs. A number of
uestiony wene suggesed by Professor M-
hamed Hussem Mustatia (professor of Polit-
ical Science, Faculty of Economics and Po-
litical Science wt Cairo University) like
Seculansm definition. Table (4) shows the
questhoms mentioned in the fimal survey.

The instruenl sooring

To determine levels of news processing.
rews medin lteracy skills and the Cog-
nitive mediation models measures that me-
diate the process of te news o learn puli-
ical knowledge | the researcher considens)
the geore 4 & 5 oo the S-pomt scale a5 high
level | score 3 medium, and score | & 2
low Bevel.

Population and Sample

Those surveyed were undergradunte and
pradmaie sdemis &1 the American Uni-
versity in Cairo. This study used the con-
vemence sumple that 15 & noa-mndom sam-
ple because it included AUC students who
lpok the survey. The survey resulis de-
pended on controlling the "educational
hackpround® varishle by dividing the pop-
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ulation into three groups which are: stu-
dents in the media field, students who
study politics, and students in other fields.

The study depended cn the approach
that uses non-random sampling through
two samples which are the initial and the
supplementary sample. The initial sample
is the sample used in the pre-test survey,
and the supplementary one is the sample
used in the final survey, The total sample
size was the initial sample plus the supple-
mentary sample.

In the pre-test survey, 41 students (grad-
uates and undergraduates), took the survey
but two complete responses were deleted
because they were not valid as they were
answered by Alumni. Therefore, the initial
sample included 39 responses with only 22
complete surveys. The results of factor
analysis depended on the 22 complete re-
sponses that were received from under-
graduates (11 responses= 50%) and gradu-
ates (1] responses= 50%). The survey link
was sent through email randomly and
shared on AUC Faceboak groups. The sup-
plementary sample. that was in the final
survey included 173 responses with 114
complete responses.

Data Collection and analysis

This study collected the data via a web-
based wversion of a survey on
www.surveymonkey.com that is designed
for this study. The questions were up-
loaded on the website and students filled
out the survey after receiving the survey
link through the email message that was
sent by the AUC portal.

Final results analysis was performed us-
ing IBM SPSS 22.0 software. The sta-
tistical techniques that were used in this
study to test the research hypotheses and
questions are frequencies, percentages, and
Chi-Square T-Test and one-way ANOVA,

Results and Discnssion

The ultimate goal of this study is to de-
velop a scale for measuring news media lit-
eracy skills (SNMLS). This is achieved

and examined through the factor analysis
and the internal reliability of the scale that
is proved (Cronbach's Alpha= 0.751, N=
23 items). This scale will help in measuring
the university students levels after studing
media literacy skills courses or programs,

The educational background is a con-
trolting variable, Therefore, the sample is
divided into three main groups according to
the fields which are media field (28.8%),
field of political science {11.3%), while all
other fields are in one group called 'Other’
(59.9%).

The frequency of using the Internet
through PC, tabs and/or mobile phones per
day showed a high percentage of students
who use it more than 3 and less than 7
hours (48.1%). Moreover, the findings re-
garding following online newspapers per
day showed a high percentage of 61.3% for
following online newspapers Less than 3
hours per day.

Thete is no statistical significance be-
tween undergraduate and graduate students
concemning the news processing levels and
their levels of news media literacy skills
but there is statistical their levels of polit-
ical knowledge. This indicates that the ed-
ucational stage has no influence on both
groups conceming two variables which are
levels of processing news systematically or
heuristically and their levels of news media
literacy skills. On the other hand, there is a
statistical difference due to the educational
stage on the students' levels of political
knowledge.

In comparing the 3 main variables be-
tween the 3 groups of students who are
studying media or politics or other majors,
the results revealed no statistical sig-
nificance between the three groups con-
cerning heuristic news processing levels (P
value=0.304) and political knowledge lev-
els (P value=0.591). But, there is statistical
difference between the three groups con-
cerning systematic news processing levels
(P value= 0.001) and levels of news mediza
literacy skills (P value= 0.000). This means
that the difference in the educational field

of the students didn't meke difference in
their levels of processing news heur-
istically, or their levels of political knowl-
edge. At the same time, statistical results
revealed that the educational field has an
impact on the three groups in processing
the news systematically and in their levels
of news media literacy skills

The statistical analysis revealed that the
relation between the two modes (Heuristic
and Systematic) of news processing, and
the level of news media literacy skills
(SNMLS), is insignificant within the group
of the same field, whether in the media or
political fields. In contrast, the relation is
significant within the group of students of
different fields. This clarifies the effect of
the educational background on the levels of
news media literacy skills and levels of
news processing. Students of the same
group have a similar background while stu-
dents. of different fields have different
backgrounds. Consequently, the relation
between news media literacy skills they
have with types of news processing are
similar among students of the same field
group while the relation differs among stu-
dents of different fields. The educational
background decreases the differences be-
tween students of the same field and in-
creases differences between students of dif-
ferent fields regarding the variables of
news information processing and news me-
dia literacy skills.

Tke first research question asks about
the relation between the Jevels of news me-
dia literacy skills and the levels of news
processing types (modes).

There is a negative relation between the
levels of heuristic news processing (HNP)
and levels of news media literacy skills
(SNMLS). When the Cht square value is
12.404 and level of significance is 0.015
then the relation between the two variables
is significant. Therefore, Hypothesis Hla
is supported as shown in (table 5). As the
results showed that the largest group that
has a low level of news media literacy
skills, has a high level of processing the




Table 5: Parceniages of the relation between Heuristic News Processing and News
Medla Literacy Skilis

SNMLS Total
Low Medium High
Count ] 1 58 [T
Low % within HNP 13.6% 1.5% 84.8% 100.0%
% within SNMLS 28.0% 26,0% £0.9% 44.0%
Count 4 1 19 24
HNP Medium % within HNP 18.7% 4.2% 79.2% 100.0%
% within SNMLS 11.1% 25.0% 17.3% 16.0%
Count 23 2 35 60
High % within HNP 38.3% 3.3% 58.3% 100.0%
% within SNMLS 63.5% 50.0% 31.5% 40.0%
Count 38 4 110 150
Tota! % within HNP 24.0% 2.7% 73.3% 100.0%
%5 within SNMLS 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
news hcuri?ti(fally and the Jargest number of Table 6:Percentages of the relation between Systematic News Processing and
students within the highest level of news News Media Literacy Skills
media literacy skills has the lowest level of
heuristic news processing. SNMLS Total
The results also revealed that the largest Low Medlum High
group that has a high level of news media
literacy skills also has a high level of pro- Count 14 o 20 34
cessing the news systematically. The (;hl Low % within SNP Atz 0.0% 58.8% 100.0%
square value is 26.675 and level of sig-
nificance is 0.000 therefore; the rclation is % within SNMLS 3.1% 0.0% 16.5% 20.5%
ggmﬁcant. For this reasen, bypothesis Hlb Count 7 2 s 13
is supparted, as shown in {table 6), because
there is a positive relation between the lev- SNP ﬂm'” % within SINP 53.8% 15.4% 30.8% 100.0%
els of the systematic news processing (SNP)
. . . L i - 0% B !
& the levels of news media literacy skills. % within SNMLS 171% 80.0% 3.3% 6%
This demonstrates the importance of Count 20 2 97 118
news media literacy skills in processing the
news intensely and avoiding the simplest in- High % wilhin SNP 16.8% 1.7% B1.5% 100.0%
terpretation of the news stories. 'I'h.e pre- o wilhin SNMLS 28.5% 50.0% B0.2% 71.7%
vious relations prove that the more.skills the
person has, the more analysis and deep in- Count ol 4 Ro 188
terpretation take place concerning the news Total % within SNP 24.7% 24% 72.5% 100.0%
information.
% within SNMLS 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 160.0%

N Hesaitidlaas 8
;| Jlodiilg pllelll Smgayy




Controlling educational field variable
showed the effect of the independent var-
iable on the dependent variable of each
question.

The relation between levels of news me-
dia literacy skills and levels of heuristic
news processing is significant and neg-
atively cormrelated (P value= 0.001, Partial
1=-0.264-). Therefore, hypothesis Hla is
supported. Additionally, the relation be-
tween levels of news media literacy skills
and levels of systematic news processing is
significant and positively correlated. There-
fore, hypothesis Hlb is supported (P val-
ue= 0.001, Partial r= 0.263). These results
are clearly stated in {table 7).

This means that when levels of heuristic
news processing decrease, levels of news
media Lteracy skills increase. Also, this
demonstrated that when levels of system-
atic news processing increase, levels of
news media literacy skills increase. The
same restlts revealed when controlling for
educational field variable. Therefore, news
media literacy skills help the individual to
process the news deeply and think about
the information he receives in order to take
better decisions and form his judgments de-
pending on good base of information pro-
cessing.

The second research question aims to
test the relation between the levels of news
processing types and the levels of pelitical
knowledge.

There is a negative relation between the
levels of heuristic news processing (HNP)
and levels of political knowledge. The re-
sults revealed that the Chi square value is
11.668 and level of significance is 0.003,
making the relation between the two var-
iables noteworthy at a 5% significant level.
Therefore, Hypothesis H2a is supported as
shown in (table 8). As the results showed
that the largest group that has a low level
of political knowledge has a high level of
processing the news heuristically, and the
largest number of students within the high-
est level of political knowledge has the
lowest level of heuristic news processing.

Table 7: Percentages of the relation between NEWS MEDIA LITERACY
SKILLS and NEWS PROCESSING
Control Varzbles HNP SNP
Educatlonal Fietd SNMLS Correlation -.264- 263
Significance (2-talled) 2001 001
df 1a7 147

Table B:Percentages of the relation between Heurlatic News Processing and

POLITICAL. KNOWLEDGE
POLITIDAL KNGWLEDGE
Low High Total
HNP Low Count 14 a7 61
% within HNP 23.0% 0% 100.0%
% within POLITIGAL *
KNOWLEDGE 26.8% 56.0% 24.8%
Medium Count 10 13 23
% within HNP 43.5% 56.5% 100.0%
%% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 19.2% 15.5% 16.8%
High Count 28 24 52
% within HNP 53.6% 46.2% 100.0%
% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 53.80% 28.8% 35.2%
Total Gount 52 84 138
% within MNP 30.2% 61.8% 100.0%
9% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Furthermore, the relation between the
levels of systematic news processing
(SNP), and levels of political knowledge is
insignificant because the Chi square value
is 3.326 and level of significance is 0,190.

Moreover, the results revealed that there
is no statistical significance between the
high level of political knowledge and the
high level of processing the news system-

atically. For this reason, hypothesis H2b is
rejected as shown in (table 9).

This explains the importance of pro-
cessing the news acutely to increase the
level of palitical knowledge. A high level
of SNP increases the level of political
knowledge and a high level of HNP de-
creases the level of political knowledge.




Controlling educational field variable
clarified that the relation between levels of
political knowledge and levels of heuristic
news processing is significant and neg-
atively correlated (P value= 0.000, Partial
r= -0.305-). Therefore, hypothesis H2a is
supported as shown in (table 10).

Furthermore, the relation between levels
of political knowledge and levels of sys-
tematic news processing is significant and
positively correlated (P value= 0.049, Par-
tial r= 0,170). Therefore, hypothesis H2b is
supported as shown in (table 10).

The previous results that concem the hy-
potheses of the second research question,
explained the effect of processing the news
heuristically on gaining low level of polit-
ical knowledge. On the other hand, con-
trolling the educational field variable
proved the positive relation between levels
of political knowledge and levels of sys-
tematic news processing. This result dif-
fered without controlling the educational
field variable. Therefore, when we process
the news systematically, we gain high level
of political knowledge. Although the direct
relation between the two variables was not
proved, controlling the educational field
variable that has an effect on them proved
this relation.

The third research question is ex-
amining the relation between students' lev-
el of news media literacy skills and the lev-
el of political knowledge.

The outcome of the relation between the
levels of news media Iiteracy skills and lev-
els of political knowledge showed that the
relation between the two variables is in-
significant. Hypothesis H3a postulates that
Students who have a high level of news
media literacy skills have a high level of
political knowledge. Because the Chi
square value is 3.478 and level of sig-
nificance is 0.176, hypothesis H3a is re-
jected,

Hypothesis H3b is rejected that assumes
students who have a low level of news me-
dia literacy skills have a low level of polit-

Table 9: Percentages of the relatlon betweenSystomatic News Processing
ond POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE

POLITICAL KNOWLEDRGE
) Low High Total
SNP Low Count 14 12 28
% within SNP 53.8% 46.2% 100.0%
% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 26.9% 14.3% 19.1%
Medium Count 4 B 12
% within SNP 33.3% B8.7% 100.0%
% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 1.7% 2.5% 8.8%
High Count 4 84 -]
%5 within SNP T% 85.3% 100.0%
% within POLITICAL
KNCWLEDGE 65.4% 76.2% T21%
Total Count 52 o4 128
% within SNP 233.2% H.8% 100.0%
% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Table 10: Percentages of the relation betweenPOLITICAL KNOWLEDGE
andNEWS PROCESSING
Contro! Veriables SNP HNP
Educational Flold POLMCAL | Correlstion 470 =305
KNOWLEDGE
Signlficance (2-talled) 049 .00
df 13 133

ical knowledge, Yet, the percentages of
students who have low level of news me-
dia literacy skitls and low level of political
knowledge represent 51.6%. This indicates
that about half of the students within the
low level of news media literacy skills
have low level of political knowledge, and
the other half have high level,

Craft, Maksl & Ashley (2013a) results
revealed that students of a high news me-

dia literacy level have a high level of cur-
rent events knowledge and students of a
low news media literacy level have a low
level of current events knowledge. There-
fore, there is significant positive relation.
The findings of this study support the pre-
vious result through hypothesis H3a and
differ from the finding through hypothesis
H3b as shown in {table 11).
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Controlling  educational field variable
showed that the relation between levels of
news media literacy skills and levels of po-
litical knowledge is significant and pos-
itively correlated (P value= 0.032, Partial
r= 0.185). Therefore, hypothesis H3a and
H3b is supported as shown in (table 12).
This significant positive comelation of hy-
pothesis H3b differs from the result with-
out controlling the educational field var-
jable that shows insignificant relation
between levels of news media literacy
skills and levels of political knowledge.

There is no direct relation between ley-
els of news media literacy skills and levels
of political knowledge but there is a pos-
itive relation between the two variables
when contrelling for the educational field
variable. This emphasized the effect of ac-
quiring news media literacy skills and hav-
ing high level of political knowledge. Also,
the educational background influence the
individual's levels of news media literacy
skills and levels of political knowledge.

The last research question inquires
about ig the relation between the levels of
media gratifications sought, news media re-
ltance and elaborative processing within
levels of political knowledge.

The media gratifications sought includes

two factors which are, media surveillance |

(the Chi square value of 0.360 and the level
of significance is 0.835) and anticipated in-
teraction (the Chi square value is 0.369 and
level of significance is 0,832). The sta-
tistical analysis revealed insignificant re-
lation of both factors within the levels of
pelitical knowledge, There is a positive re-
lation between levels of news media re-
liance (NMR), and levels of political
knowledge as shown in (table 13). The Chi
square value is 5.030 and level of sig-
nificance is 0.081 making the relation be-

tween the two variables significant at a lev- -

el of 10% of significance. Furthermore, the
relation between the levels of the elab-
orative  processing and levels political
knowledge is positively related as shown in

Table 11:Percentages of the relation betweenNews Medla Literacy Skills and POLITICAL

KNOWLEDGE
POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE
Low High Total
SNMLS Low  Count 16 15 at
% within SNMLS 51.6% 48.4% 100.0%
%6 within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 30.8% 17.9% 228%
Medium Count 2 2 4
% within SNMLS 50.0% 50.0% 100.0%
% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE as% 4% 2%%
High  Count 34 87 101
% within SNMLS 37% 66.3% 100.0%
%NVSHEEF?(;‘ET]CAL 65.4% 79.8% 74.3%
Teotal Count 52 84 138
% within SNMLS 38.2% 81.8% 100.0%
% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 100.6% 100.0% 100.0%
Table 12:Percentages of the relation betweenNEWS MEDIA
LITERACY SKILLS and POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE
Contro! Voriables SNMLS
Educaticna! Fleld POLITICAL Correlation 185
KNOWLEDGE
Significance (2-talled) 022
df 133

(table 14). The Chi square value to be
7.867 and level of significance 0.020 there-
fore; the relation is significant at a level of
5% of significance Therefore, Hypothesis
H4 is rejected regarding the relation be-
tween media levels of gratifications sought

and the levels of political knowledge, but is
supported regarding the relation between
levels of news media reliance and levels of
claborative processing with levels of polit-
ical knowledge.
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Tabla 13:Per

ofther

INEWS MEDIA RELIANCE *

POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE

POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE
Low High Tatal
NMR Low Count 22 z5 a7
26 within NMR 48.8% 63.2% 100.0%
% within
POLITICAL 42.3% 20.8% 34.6%
KNOWLEDGE
Madium Count 20 28 an
% within NMR 43.7% 58.3% 100.0%
% within
POLITICAL 28.6% 30.3% 38.3%
KNOWLEDGE
High Count 10 a 41
%% within NMR 24.4% 78.8% 100.0%
%6 within
POLITICAL 19.2% 38.0% 30.1%
KNOWLEDGE
Total Count 52 [:2] 136
% within NMR 38.2% 81.8% 100.0%
% within
POLITIGAL 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
KNOWLEDGE

Table 14:The reiction botwesn ELAPCRATIVE PROCESSING and POLITICAL

KNOWLEDGE
POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE
Low High Total
EP Low Count o L 18
%% within EP 50.0% 50.0% 100.0%
% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 17.3% 0MT% 13.2%
Madium Count L] 4 13
% within EP 69.2% 30.8% 100.0%
% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 17.3% 4.8% 9.6%
High Count a4 i 1as
2% within EP 32.4% BT.6% 100.0%
% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 65.4% B4.5% TI.2%
Total Count B2 84 138
% within EP 38.2% 61.8% 100.0%
% within POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

This explains that gaining political in-
formation from news and increasing the
level of political knowledge is affected by
levels of news media reliance and the lev-
els of the elaborative processing. Also,
both factors of media gratifications sought
(surveillance and anticipated interaction)
has no effect on having high level of polit-
ical knowledge.

These findings are consistent with the
results of Beaudoin C. E., & Thorson E.
(2004) that proved the positive relation be-
tween media gratifications sought and that
political knowledge is non-significant.
Also, the results of Beandoin C. E., &
Thorson E. (2004) confirmed that there is a
significant positive relation between news
media reliance and elaborative processing
with political knowledge.

Also, the study findings confirm the re-
sults of (Eveland Jr., 2002) who used two
statistical methods which are regression
and direct tests of mediation. The study re-
sults revealed that there is insignificant di-
rect relation between gratifications sought
(surveillance) and political knowledge. At
the same time the results proved indirect
effect of gratifications sought (sur-
veillance) on knowledge that is showed
{.15) level of significance. Also, the results
confirmed significant relation between
news media attention (reliance), and elab-
orative processing with the political knowl-
edge.

Controlling educational field variable
demonstrated that the relation between lev-
els of political knowledge and the two fac-
tors of media gratification sought (sur-
veillance and anticipated interaction) is
insignificant. Surveillance achieved (P val-
ue=10.597, Partial r= 0.046) and anticipated
interaction revealed (P value= 0.758, Par-
tial r=0.027). Therefore, hypothesis H4 re-
garding these two variables is rejected.

Also, the relation between levels of po-
litical knowledge and levels of elaborative
processing is significant and positively cor-
related (P value= (.027, Partial r= 0.190).
Therefore, hypothesis H4 regarding these
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two variables is supported.

Finally, the relation between levels of
political knowledge and levels of news me-
dia reliance is significant and positively
corretated (P value= 0.019, Partial r=
0.202), Therefore, hypothesis H4 regarding
these two variables is supported as shown
in (table 15).

In conclusion, we can infer from the re-
sults that news media literacy skills can im-
prove the individual news processing and
political knowledge levels. Therefore, ac-
quiring these skills is pecessary in order to
deal with news messages and process the
information systematically. Also, having a
high level of political knowledge requires
having high level of news media literacy
skills and deep thinking regarding the news
information.

The overall significance of this study is
the scale of news media literacy skills that
can be used to evaluate students’ media lit-
eracy skills levels. Specifically, it can be
used to evaluate the media literacy pro-
grams' outcomes and determine whether it
achieved jts goals that summarizes in help-
ing students to learn the skills.

Limitations
* Due to time limitation, the re-
searcher conducted the survey among
Egyptian graduates and undergraduates stu-
dents at the American University in Cairo.

Recommendations

* We should pay attention to design
courses, on all educational levels, that help
in attaining and developing media literacy
skills. '

* The researcher recommends rep-
licating the study and using the experiment
as a methed to investigate the relation be-
tween the study variables.

= The researcher recommends de-
veloping scales indexed in Arabic language
to measure media literacy skills among
Egyptians and Arabs.

Tab!e 15: POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE " SURVEILLANCE, ANTICIPATED
INTERACTION ELABORATIVE PROCESSING, & NEWS MEDIA RELIANCE
Cantrol Variables POLITIGAL
KNOWLEDGE
Educztional Fleid GURVEILLANCE Comeiztion 048
Bighiticance (2-tailed) —507 |
af 733
ANTICIPATED Corroiation 027
INTERACTION
Signiticance (2-talled) 758
ar 133
ELABORATIVE Correlstion 180
PROCESSING
significance (2-tallad) 27
df 133
NEWS MEGIA RELIANCE Correlation 202
Significance {2-talled) 010
dr 133
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