Journal of Engineering Sciences, Assiut University, Vol. 38, No. 4, pp. 1077-1100, July 2010.

TYPICAL AND ATYPICAL CHARACTERISTICS
OF YEMENI ARCHITECTURE

Sabri Awad Al-Tarimi

Assistant lecturer at the Department of Architecture - Faculty of
Engineering, Hadramout University

Magdy Mohamed Radwan Hamed

Head Architectural Engineering Department - Faculty of Engineering,
Assiut University

Shawkat, Mohamed Lotfy Abdel Rahman

Associated Professor, Architectural Engineering Department - Faculty of
Engineering, Assiut University

Mamdouh Ali Yusuf Ali

Lecturer, Architectural Engineering Department - Faculty of Engineering,
Assiut University

(Received April 20, 2010 Accepted June 29, 2010).

Yemen has a great variety of climatic and topographic characteristics,
and the building materials, too. This led to the emergence of various
types of building architecture and city planning in the various
geographic regions. This calls for the necessity of gathering,
tabulating, and classifying these works in terms of time and place in
order to draw the characteristics of each region, and every era..

The problem of the research is that there are no previous rules or studies
which addressed the classification and tabulation of architectural
characteristics, particularly in Yemeni cities, the thing that requires
gathering and classifying these works.

This paper aims to analyze the Yemeni architectural products, tabulate
it, and draw its constant typical characteristics and the growing
atypical ones - over time and under the influence of human and
environmental parameters.

The research addressed introduction consisting of (the problem, the aim, the
methodology). The discussion also to the historical stages of Yemeni
architecture, and a theoretical method for classifying the architectural
characteristics of the Yemeni architecture.

The paper ended by confirming the existence of constant architectural
characteristics in all buildings of Yemeni cities and regions. Despite
the variance in climatic and topographic conditions, they may be
named the typical characteristics. There are architectural
characteristics that differed from one region to another, in spite of the
similar customs and traditions and the similarity of -climatic
conditions. These were named the atypical characteristics.

KEYWORDS: Architecture characteristics — Typical & atypical —

Yemen architecture
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