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IMPACTS OF EXISTING URBAN CONTEXT AND ELEMENTS
ON THE VISUAL IMAGE OF ASSIUT CITY, EGYPT

ABSTRACT

For many years, Assiut City has been subjected to various waves of globalization and cultural
westernization. Due to the absence of local context-oriented design criteria, aesthetical values and
visual design guidelines, the city has lost its local urban and architectural identity. This has opened
the door wide for imported or copied urban and architectural design elements, dominating the visual
image of the city and negatively affecting its original visual essence.

The aim of this study is to develop realistic solutions to manipulate the stressing situation of the
visual context of Assiut City. Through the review of relevant literature, key concepts, design
standards, design guidelines and evaluation criteria are developed. Based on that, the local context is
analyzed and proper solutions for both the present and the future are proposed.

Keywords: Visual Image — Identity — Character - Assiut City



