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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY FOR MAIN FACTORS AFFECTING
WHEAT IMPORTS TO EGYPT
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Agricultural Economics Department, Faculty of Agriculture, Minia University

ABSTRACT: Wheat, the most significant agricultural crop in Egypt, is one of the
leading food imports. For decades, Egypt relied heavily on wheat imports to bridge the
food gap resulting from the shortfall in domestic production to meet the increasing
consumption of wheat. Thus, the study primarily aimed to identify and study the key
factors affecting the quantities of wheat imports. The study utilized the multiple linear
regression model, estimating the double-log model. The results showed that wheat
imports represented a large share of food imports, amounting to an average of 23.19%
during (1991-2019). The regression estimation results suggested that the self-sufficiency
ratio of wheat and the population were the major determinants of Egyptian wheat imports
quantities during the study period. Holding other factors constant, as the self-sufficiency
rate of wheat increases by 1%, wheat imports quantity decreases by 1.08%, and as the
population increases by 1%, wheat imports quantity increases by 0.86%. Therefore, the
study recommends rationalizing wheat consumption and working to raise the domestic
production of wheat.
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