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AN ECONOMIC STUDY FOR THE DETERMINANTS OF SMALL
FARMERS' INCOME FROM LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY
ACTIVITIES (CASE STUDY — MENOUFIYA GOVERNORATE)

Kh. S. T. Mahmoud and Nema Al- Shamy
Agric. Econ. Faculty of Agriculture Menofiya University

ABSTRACT: The livestock sector is a vital sector in the Egyptian agricultural economy. It
contributed about 35% of the total agricultural income, which is estimated at about million 252
LE during the period 2010-2013. Small farmers (holders of Less than three Fadden) represent
the dominant category in the structure of the Egyptian agriculture. According to agricultural
census data of 2010 small farmers included about 4 million holdings of the agricultural land in
Egypt, representing about 84% of the total number of holdings in Egypt with an area of about
3.4 million Fadden, represented about 38% of the total agricultural area in Egypt (more than one
third of the total agricultural area in Egypt). Moreover, the majority of agricultural animal
holdings is concentrated in small farmers’ category and represented the main source of its
income. Therefore, solving the problems of livestock sector in general and small farmers in
particular, will help to achieve the sustainable agricultural development through increasing the
income of small farmers and reducing the rural poverty.
The research aims mainly at achieving the following:
- Studying the relative impotence of small farmers in Egypt and determining the main factors
affecting their incomes of livestock and poultry activities.
- Applying SWOT analysis in order to determine the strengths, weakness, opportunities and
threats in the internal and external environment for small farms in the studied sample.
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Suggesting a number of priority programs for developing the livestock sector and enhancing
its role in reducing the rural poverty.

The main suggestions of the research could be summarized as follows:

Enhancing the role of private and governmental institutions in financing the livestock and
poultry activities especially for small farmers.

Establishing of milk and dairy products collecting centers, which are directed by cooperative
associations or small farmers union.

Introduce new techniques for producing non-traditional feeds (of high nutrition value) from
the agricultural residues, and encourage agricultural cooperatives role in introducing facilities
required for producing these feeds.

Establishing specialized livestock and veterinary extension services, which will be
responsible for dissemination of information and new technologies to small producers.
Establishing national campaign for introducing artificial insemination to the small cattle
owners.

Preparing detailed studies for meat, milk and dairy products on the level of all different
marketing channels and processes.

Developing the policies of the animal insurance fund to be able to attract small producers
and enhance their confidence in such fund as a safe guard against crisis.

Key words: Determinants of Small Farmers' income — Livestock and Poultry Activities —

Menoufiya Governorate.
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