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ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF EGYPTIAN FISH FOREIGN TRADE

R. H. Mostafa
Division of Economic and Social Studies - Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT: Egypt suffers from a deficit in the fish trade balance, where the average
deficit was about 5.32 billion pounds during the average period 2009-2019, which
constitutes a burden on the trade balance of the Egyptian state, and the research aimed
to study the current situation of Egyptian foreign trade for fish and the study reached
several results, the most important of which are:

- Study of the evolution of Egyptian fish imports for 2009 - 2019 was found to have
ranged from a minimum of about 133,000 tons in 2009 to an even higher of about 483.3
thousand tons in 2019, and an annual increase of around 24.72 thousand tons per year,
a change of about 8.29% of the average total Egyptian fish imports of about 298,000
tons for the study period.

- From the evolution of the total amount of Egyptian fish exports for 2009-2019, it was
found that it ranged from a minimum of about 9.5 thousand tons in 2011, to a higher of
about 34.8 thousand tons in 2017 and an annual increase of about 2.69 thousand tons,
a change of about 12.06% of the average total amount of Egyptian fish imports of about
22.3 thousand tons for the study period.

- Studying the evolution of the Egyptian economy's fish trade balance during the 2009-
2019 period, it was found that the average annual amount of the Egyptian fish trade
balance deficit was approximately 275.7 thousand tons per year, with a deficit value of
about 5319 million pounds.

- The rate of export coverage of Egyptian fish imports was about 5.68%, indicating a
relatively low rate of value of Egyptian fish exports compared to that of fish imports.

-The geographical concentration factor for Egyptian fish imports was estimated at 36.5.
It has been characterized by a lack of geographical concentration in the period 2015-
2019.

- The geographical concentration factor of Egyptian fish exports was estimated to be
about 40.95% over the 2015- 2019 period, showing that the geographical concentration
factor is relatively high. This indicates that Egyptian fish exports are concentrated in a
limited number of countries.

Key words: Foreign trade - trade balance - Egyptian fish.
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