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Mechanisms of reconciliation between national security and the right of
the journalist to obtain information in light of the information revolution
"A field study on a sample of journalists and media professors"

Research Summary

The main objective of the current research is to find a way, through which the
right of journalists to obtain information can be reconciled with the
preservation of national security in light of the information revolution. In
addition to identifying the nature of information related to national security
from the point of view of journalists and media professors.

To achieve the objectives of the research, the researcher relied on the media
survey method, both descriptive and anallytical, in addition to the
irr\]terrelationship approach. While the data collection tool was the survey
sheet.

By applying to a sample of 90 media professors and journalists, the research
reached many results, the most prominent of which are:

The specificity of the circumstances the country is going through came at the
top of the considerations that Egyptian media legislation must take into
account with regard to the harmonization between the journalist’s right to
obtain information and the requirements of national security, and In the
second order came the principles of democracy, then the international
conventions on the right to obtain information, and in the order The latter
came other international experiences.

Regarding the mechanisms through which it is possible to achieve
harmonization between the journalist's right to obtain information and
national security, the results showed that at the top of these mechanisms was
the lack of underestimation or intimidation on the part of the journalist in
formulating the information. In the second place, journalists did not divulge
state secrets, while mechanisms came: (holding workshops to educate
journalists about national security issues, and media institutions including
concern for national security requirements in their editorial policy, and the
executive authority following up on rumors threatening national security and
responding to them in the fourth order, This is followed by the mechanism
for the state to explain its various policies to enhance trust between the
people and the government, then the journalist's keenness to obtain
information from its official sources, followed by the legislative balance
mechanism between the responsibilities and freedom of the press, and then
taking into account the specificity of the circumstances the state is going
through when developing the necessary media legislation, While the two
mechanisms came to update the legislation in proportion to the nature of the
stage the country is going through, and to define mechanisms to hold
journalists accountable when breaching professional standards related to
national security, and then the mechanism for determining cases in which the
journalist is prohibited from obtaining information or publishing it
accurately, Then came the two mechanisms that the executive authority does
not expand in withholding information under the pretext of threatening
national security unless the reason for the ban is legal and keen to respond to
journalists, not using loose formulas in defining national security, and then
taking into account other international experiences when drafting media
charters on the right to obtain access to information. the information.
Keywords: (the right to information - national security - information
revolution)
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