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Abstract:

The study aimed to describe and analyze the human drug directories in
Egypt in terms of responsibility, Coverage limits, content organization,
reference material and its arrangement, formal output, and directory
interface. To achieve this aim, the researchers used the descriptive method
as a general framework for the study, whereas the methods that go
underneath like: the surveying, the analytical, and the comparative ones
were put into use. The sample of the study consists of 13 directories The
study sample consisted of 13 directories, including four directories on the
web. The tools for collecting data on the directories were: the printed
directories themselves and the websites that provide those directories.

And one of the most important findings of the study: The responsibility for
issuing human drug directories in Egypt lied on different parties:
international organizations such as the World Health Organization, the
Ministry of Health and Population, pharmaceutical production companies,
commercial companies and individuals. It was found that all of them are
trustworthy and qualified to prepare these directories. It was found that the
directories for human drugs in Egypt cover medicines in the Egyptian
market in general, with the exception of the Egyptian Pharmacopoeia,
which is a scientific reference for everything related to drugs and
pharmaceutical preparations, while the pamphlets of pharmaceutical
companies are limited to their products. English language was the
language used mainly in the directories, with a percentage of 84.6%. The
directories of human drugs in Egypt included detailed information, on top of
which was the active ingredient, followed by the trade name, then the drug
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form and group, while the Drug Eye directory was unique in presenting
similar drugs. The directories took the alphabetical order as a basis for
them with a percentage of 92.3%, and the accompanying indexes were
available with a percentage of 84.6%. The four drug directories in the
internet websites featured a good search engine except for the “drug
directory”, and the user interface relied heavily on browsing. Human drug
directories on the web allow matching search, 75% of the word parts are
searched in three engines, and there is no advanced search except in the
“‘drug directory”. Online human drug directories manifests speed of
retrieval, clarity of retrieved data, and connecting intries.

Among the most important recommendations of the study: The Egyptian
Drug Authority should play its role with regard to organizing, implementing
and monitoring the safety, quality and effectiveness of medical preparations
by expediting the issuance of the electronic version of the Egyptian
Pharmacopoeia on the web and updating it constantly, and that the site be
a major platform for drugs in the Egyptian market and its production
companies. The Ministry of Health and Population should set specifications
for human drug directories in terms of responsibility, Coverage limits,
content organization, reference material and its arrangement, formal
output, and directory interface, in addition to the issuers’ commitment to
these specifications.. The websites of human drug directories must improve
the quality of their search engines and use advanced search methods.

Key Words: Human drug directories, Drug directories websites, Drug
Indexes, Drug search engines, Egyptian Pharmacopoeia ,Drug companies
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