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Henry IV King of England
Between Internal Plots and Foreign Threats
(1399-1413)

Dr. Zein El.Abdeen M. El.Gazar

Lecturer of Medieval History Faculty of Arts — Dumyat University

Abstract:

The reign of King Henry IV is worthy of study and attention, as he
became king not because he is the heir of a previous king, but
through his own devices. Henry usurped the throne from King
Richard Il and was crowned king in the name of Henry IV. As a
"usurper”, King Henry did not enjoy calm and stability during the
years of his reign (1399-1413 AD), but his reign was full of
conspiracies and internal revolutions to overthrow his rule, in
addition to increasing England's share of enemies.
King Henry faced a rebellion by the supporters of the deposed
King Richard Il, and also had to face a revolt of Owen Glendower,
who declared himself Prince of Wales. The usurpation also
provoked the Percy family, who declared their rebellion against
him in Northumberland. Not only did the danger come from within,
but King Henry also threatened challenges from other external
sources, most of which came from the side of France and
Scotland, those two powers that dealt with him as a usurper of the
throne, the government of France refused to confess him as king
and incited the English people to revolt and restore the crown to
the legitimate heirs. So did Scotland, and this was clearly shown
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through the correspondences of the Scottish King Robert Il to

King Henry IV, the first was addressing him as 'Duke of Lancaster,
Earl of Derby,' and he was sometimes addressed as 'the cousin of
the King of England'.

Although King Henry IV had succeeded in facing internal
revolutions and external challenges, but he was not able to
overcome the financial weaknesses that made him call Parliament
repeatedly. It seems that King Henry's urgent need for funds to
face his problems made him tolerant with Parliament, which took it
as an opportunity to pressure the King to agree to his demands
and increase his powers. And if the last years of the reign of King
Henry IV were free from conspiracies and external threats, it was
in turn the weakest period in his reign after the disease eventually
killed him.

Keywords:

Usurper - the Percies — Hotspur - Owain Glyn Dwr - battle of

Homildon -  battle of Shrewsbury - House of Commons.
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