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A group of commemorative metal medals from the era of the
Muhammad Ali family in the Abdin Palace and the Museum of Islamic
Art in Cairo
(1220 - 1372V4eY - VA2 [a AD)

Artistic archaeological study
By
Ibtisam Khalil gharib aly
Prof. Dr. Raafat Abdel Razek Abu EI-Enein
Professor of Islamic Archeology, Faculty of Arts, Tanta University
Dr.. Marwa Adel Moussa

Lecturer of Islamic Archeology, Faculty of Arts _ Tanta University

Abstract:

The origins of the art of the medal emerge when the artist recorded the
comprehensive history of the lives of kings and nobles on the walls of
temples and tombs. Egypt recorded in its ancient arts images of life,
battles, victories and major historical events before the medal appeared in
Western arts.

Despite the difference in the art of the medal in the concept and its plastic
value and the concept of the medal as an art found in ancient Egypt, it was
not produced as a medal in its form known to us now, as the events were
recorded on stone tablets, powers, breastplates and necklaces, and this
recording was the basis for the art of the medal.

The medal is a piece of metal and sometimes made of other materials. It is
very similar to the coin in the implementation of the inscriptions on both
sides, although it is specialized in representing and recording memorial
subjects. The pieces produced between the second and fifth centuries AD,
which represent special incidents in the countries of the ancient Romans,
were called “medallions”, They were made of gold, silver, and bronze. The
medals were of the large type that were produced in remembrance of an
event or a merit reward. They represented victories, marriages, the birth of
the Crown Prince, monuments and buildings, religious ceremonies, as well
as honoring foreigners and nobles.
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