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The Rural Digital Journalism in Egypt and its Development
Role - An Analytical Study

By/  Dr. Amal Salah Eisa
Lecturer in Journalism department, The Faculty of Media,
Monoufia University

Abstract:

The new media: newspaper sites or others, do a major role in
promoting development. The current study focuses on the
electronic press serving the prevailing Egyptian countryside and its
development. This interest belongs to the specialized press,
namely the "rural journalism". The study problem addresses that
the successive developments of media globally, regionally and
locally, in hand with the progress in information and digital
communication technologies, are not accompanied by efficient
employment of the new media in tackling issues of local and rural
communities in developing countries, including Egypt. It is
noticeable that there is a humble role of new media for developing
and addressing issues and problems facing the Egyptian
countryside. However, during the seventies and eighties of the
twentieth century there were number of newspapers concerning
with Egyptian agricultural and rural affairs, as well as radio and
television programs, that performed remarkable developmental
activity. The current study aims to identify the availability of
specialized digital journalism sites suitable for the Egyptian
countryside, and to verify the accordance of digital journalistic
specifications to existing rural sites, and to determine their
contribution to local rural community issues, and to foresee a
better future for digital rural journalism in Egypt. The study adopted
an analytical approach to reach useful conclusions, through
identifying the chosen examples of the rural digital newspapers.

Key words:
Rural journalism — Digital newspaper — Egyptian countryside —
Journalism developmental role.
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