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"Considérant que le fait de soustraire ces personnes a' la
souveraineté, specialement a' la juridiction, de sa Hautesse
le sultan de Mascate serait en contradiction avec le
Déclaration du 10 mars 1862, par laquelle la Framce et la
Grande- Bretagne se sont engagées Reciproquement a'

. / .
respecter l'independance de ce prince".
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".... le sujets du Sultan de Mascate, qui sont propi€taires
ou commandants de boutres ("dhows") autoris€s a' arborer
le pavillon Francais on qui sont membres des equipages de
tels boutres ou qui appartiennent a' leurs familles ne
jouissent en conséquence de ce fait d'aucun droit
d'exterritorialit€, ou qui pourrait les exempter de la
souveraineté, specialement de la juridiction, de sa

Hautesse le sultan de Mascate".
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM ATTACHED TO THE
LETTER DATED 29 SEPTEMBER 1960 FROM TEN ARAB
STATES ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

- 1. The Imamate of Oman lies at the south-eastern
tip of the Arabian Peninsula. It is the hinterland of
what is erroneously called the Sultanate of Muscat and
Oman; in population and area the Imamate of Oamn
forms the greater part of that territory. As early as
1650, Omani troops succeeded in compelling the
Portuguese, who had occupied Muscat in 1507, to
evacuate the Imamate, thereby consolidating the
independence and sovereignty of Oman.

2. Since the latter part of the eighteenth century
when Britain sought to extend its influence over the
southern part of the Arabian Peninsula to protect its
imperial communications, it faced constant opposition
from the people of Oman. This fact was manifested by
the refusal of the people of Oman to accept as Imam,
Said bin Sultan, whose rule was imposed by Britain
over Muscat during the nineteenth century. Muscat
maintained a hereditary Sultanate, while the people of
Oman have continued for the past 1.200 years to elect
their Imam. At the end of World War I, when the
independence of Oman was threatened, a conflict

ensued between Muscat and Oman, and led the Omani
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forces to lay siege to Muscat. ‘When Muscat was about
to surrender, the British intervened to settle the
dispute and the Treaty of Sib concluded between
Muscat and Oman on 25 September 1920. This Treaty
confirms without ambiguity the independence of
Oman.

3. As is well known, the present conflict arose as a
result of the constant refusal of the Imams of Oman to
grant oil concessions to British companies in their
territory. This led to the invasion of Oman by British-
led forces resulting in the occupation of Nizwa, the
capital of Oman, on 17 December 1955. Since then,
the people of Oman have continued their ressistance
to the military aggression directed against their
independence.

4. The armed aggression by the United Kingdom
against the independence, sovereignty, and the
territorial iniegrity of the Imamate of Oman was
brought to the attention of the Security Council on 15
August 1957. It is regretted that in spite of the gravity
of the situation, the Security Council failed to deal with
this problem. Since then, the situation has further
deteriorated and British military intervention
continues unabated, causing great suffering and wide-
spread loss of life and property in violation of the
fundamental principles of human rights. On 15 April
1959, the Imam appealed to the moral conscience of
the world to put an end to these acts of repression. In
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June of the same year the Imam reiterated the firm
determination of his people to defend their
independence against United Kingdom aggression.

5. The tragic situation in Oman, where a
relentless was continues, is of great concern to our
Governments. The aggression against the people of
Oman threatens peace and security in the Middle East,
and constitutes a breach of the Charter of the United

Nations and the rules of international law.

(Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifteenth Session,
Annexes), Document A/4521.
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LETTER DATED 7 MARCH 1963 FROM THE HEAD OF
THE OFFICE OF THE IMAMATE OF OMAN IN CAIRO,
ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

I am directed by the Imam of Oman to convey to
Your Excellency his thanks for the opportunity given to
the Omani Delegation to put the question of Oman
before the bar of the United Nations.

However, in the meantime, it is our duty to keep
the Secretariat of the United Nations informed of
developments of national struggle against the forces of
aggression. The situation in Oman has considerably
worsened since the‘'debate of the issue in the last
session of the United Nations. The United Kingdom
still holds to its policy of imposing their colonial
regime on our people. And the latest report received
from Oman tell of horrible massacres committed by
the colonial forces against the innocent citizens.

Apart from daily military operations, the colonial
forces resort to savage acts of terrorism and
unlawfulness against the rank and file of our people.
The colonial authorities make no secret of their
tyrannical activities. People are innocently put to
death, imprisoned, arrested and tortured. Illegal
confisca-tion of properties and imposition of collective

fines are common ocurrence in Oman.
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Up to this day the forces of occupation refuse to
allow press agents and correspondents to visit Oman,
in order to study the situation and report to the world
public opinion. Even the Red Cross mission's appeal
has been rejected. This signifies the highest degree of
irresponsibility on the part of the colonail Power, to
keep the whole world in darkness as what they
commit in Oman.

The moral help of the United Nations has never
been so essential as it is today with regard to the state
of affairs in Oman.

In the circumstances, we appeal to Your
Excellency to placethese facts before the members of
the United Nation. The United. Kingdom Government
stands in Oman guilty of an act of aggression of
violation of the United Nations Charter, and last but
least of all acts contradicting with the principles of
international law and human value.

We hope further that this information will
contribute in enlightening the Members of the United
Nations with the present conditions in Oman, and
enlist their support in solving this problem in a way

commensurate with the Charter of the Untied Nations.

SULAIMAN HIMYER,
Head of the Office of the Imamate
of Oman in Cairo
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- Twenty - First Session. " *

- Twenty - Third Session.

- Twenty - Fifth Session.
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- Hurewitz J.C., Diplomecy in the near and Middle East. A

Documentary Record; (1535 - 1956) - 2 Vols.
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- Kelly J.B., Eastern Arabian Frontiers.
London 1964.

- Landen, Robert Geran ; Oman Since 1856, disruptive

modernization in a traditional Arab Society. New jersey

1967.
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