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Abstract

The current study concentrates on folk
culture. Therefore, it studies total culture and sub-
culture at the same time, as folk culture is a core
component of the society's total culture. The
general meaning of culture includes the meaning of
folk culture. Folk culture, like mother culture,
divides into sub-cultures as each and every local
community and community group has its own
cultural heritage that differs from the cultural
heritage of other communities or groups. This
provides such local communities and community
groups with its specific cultural identity. But this
does not negate the general framework of folk
culture that characterizes the whole society and
forms its national character as this general cultural
framework provides each society with its distinct
national identity.

The current study is concerned with
"REFAEE" culture. This folk culture has its own
characteristics represented in ideas and beliefs that
make this culture very distinct from other folk
cultures in the Egyptian society. For a "REFAEE",
this culture is a life style characterized by playing
certain roles and practicing certain customs and
traditions inherited from "REFAEE" ancestors. In
turn, the "REFAEE" transfers theses customs and
traditions to the next generation so that "REFAEE"
heritage is preserved through generations. This
indicates the distinct life style of the "REFAEE"
acquired from specific customs, traditions and
roles played and practiced inside the general
society.
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Understanding the "REFAEE" -culture and
social role is very significant to the present study
as it helps understanding a distinct cultural pattern
that exists in the Egyptian society. In turn, this
helps understanding how this specific cultural
pattern is very distinct and, in the main time,
integrated into the society's cultural framework.
The researcher depended on case studies
performed through interviews with several
"REFAEES", along with the opinions of several
social sectors about their concepts about
"REFAEE" to help understanding the society's
point of view about "REFAEES" .
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