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Abstract

The second Abbasid caliphate is characterized by the
transition from a centralized to a decentralized system of
governance. This consequently led to the separation of some
states, whether totally or partially by acknowledging the
Abbasid caliphate as the pseudo-governor. In addition, the
worsening economical and social conditions helped the
formation of such separated states. In Egypt, for example, the
Tulunid state reigned. However not so long after their reign,
the Tulunid state fell down leading to the return of Egypt
under the Abbasid reign. The rising chaos and the same bad
socioeconomic conditions has helped the formation of the
Ikhshidid dynasty in Egypt and greater Syria.

In this research we discuss the military and army
organization in the Ikshidid era. The topic selection has been
driven by the scarcity of in depth research in this area. In
addition to the importance of an army to the formation of a
state by offering a strong backbone and a tool to impose the
state's will. This is clearly what happened to the Ikshidid
governance, which was supported by strong army and naval
forces in conquering Egypt and forming a strong regime.

The paper will present an introduction about the
period between the fall of the Tulunid till the rise of the
Ikshidid to the power. Then a detailed study of the military
organization and its effect on the Ikshidid state.
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