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The rites of the visit and the promise of Ras Al-Hamra in Annaba
- Algeria - and the opportunities for tourism investment
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Abstract:

The phenomenon of righteous saints and shrines is spread
geographically and historically to express its holiness and social
function, the visit falls within the habits of reviving the cultural
heritage of the shrine, its proportions, blessing, honor, and its impact
after his death. Some practitioners of distress and anxiety or a state of
psychological and spiritual wandering say: "l must visit because |
have not gone and did not do my duty for long time". And there are
those who revive this tradition through an annual meeting held to
honor the honors of the righteous guardian, in which their disciples,
their grandchildren and their loved ones meet In order to participate in
reading the Quran, supplications, praises, feeding the food and the
family kinship. Also on the sidelines of these meetings, popular
markets and celebrations are held on this occasion. There are many
social perceptions related to these rituals such as the sanctity of the
place and not uttering vulgar words or speaking with a low voice
because they are in the presence of the angels' world as they thought.
For the sake of completing these practices, there are some essentials
such as lighting candles, blessing the shrine and roaming around it,
setting henna and perfumes, slaughtering the gift, crying and wailing
at the grave and other rituals of the visit. When leaving the place, the
practitioner awaits the "answer", that is, responding to his request such
as healing, eliminating a need, or success in the study, and when the
visitor returns in the future, he must conclude the promise or the so-
called salvation if he promises to pay in return for money, slaughter a
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chicken, arrange the location of the visit and restore Parts of the shrine
building and more. Through this intervention, we will try to determine
the aspects of investment in this culture and the areas of competition
that this heritage shows, after we answer the following central
question:
What are the socio-cultural connotations of the ritual of the visit and
the promise in Annaba —Algiers- society?
Key words: ritual, the visit, the promise, social perceptions.
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