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Sheep, Capra and Antelope in Al-Mufaddaliyyat
A research in its semantics, subjects and artistic portrayals
Dr. Mouhamed Fouaed Nanah
Assistant professor of Arabic literature at PAAET Basic Education College

Research summary:

This research aims to study a semantic field from semantic fields related to
the animal Kingdom and it includes sheep, capra and antelope, their topics
and artistic portrayals, Thus it presents an aesthetic literary vision with
semantic and objective dimension. Also, it is based on three chapters and a
preface that outline the animal's concept and connotation.

The first chapter includes three sections 1- sheep 2- capra 3-antelope,
Each section discusses semantic and linguistic views pointing out how each
term was used semantically and objectively to express various meanings,
their mentions in different contexts, what distinguish fundamental and
specific indications and what characterizes denotations such as anatomical
generalizing, synonyms, antonyms, phonetically common terms and
semantic transformations.

This chapter is based on statistical method to know how common some
connotations are to others whether it is in the same chapter or among
subsequent chapters, to explain the connotations and clarify their
compatibility to what was known about ancient Arabic life.

The second chapter discusses the contexts in which the subject of sheep,
capra and antelope were mentioned.

The third chapter is devoted to rhetoric's side especially similes and display
whether it is compatible objectively and artistically with the
aforementioned animals.

This research is based on poems from Al-Mufaddaaliyyat book, which has
an elite position among other books within the same category due to its
linguistic richness, containing disused terms not found in dictionaries and
the mention of various aspects of Arabic life in pre-Islamic and early Islamic
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era. Therefore, it was evident to use dictionaries, lexicology and literary
criticism books as references in this research focusing on the ones were
rhetoric is the matter of interest.
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