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Abstract :

This research aims to verify the role of mortality salience thoughts,
realistic and symbolic threats in strengthening the jihadist vision. The
research sample included texts extracted from books by authors belonging
to the Salafi-jihadi groups. These books were selected in the light of a
number of criteria. Texts were examined using inferential content analysis,
based on both the theory of terror management and the theory of integrative
threat. The data were statistically analyzed after verifying the stability and
validity of the content analysis. The results revealed that there are
differences in the intensity of mortality salience thoughts, realistic and
symbolic threats, and the beliefs of Hakemeya and Jihad. These differences
are attributed to the book. The symbolic threats were the best predictors of
the Al-Hakemeya belief, and the realistic threats are the best predictors of
the Jihad belief.

Key Words: Terror management theory, realistic and symbolic threats,
Salafist jihadism, extremism, terrorism.
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