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Abstract

Damietta governorate, in terms of the size of the illiterate population, achieved
lagging ranks among the governorates of the republic, as it ranked between the
eighteenth and twenty among the governorates of the republic during the studied
censuses, and the illiteracy rate was marked by a decrease in Damietta
governorate during the study period (1976-2017), due to the regional differences
between Governorates, the social and economic level, the type of prevailing
economic activity, the education of women and their exit to work, the customs
and traditions that govern society, the enrollment and dropout rates, the quality
of the educational process and the availability of educational services and
schools, which led to the high rate of illiteracy in governorates without the other.

The number of illiterate people in the governorate countryside has outnumbered
its urban counterpart, due to several factors, the most important of which are
customs and traditions that encourage girls to drop out of education out of fear
for them with the onset of their puberty and early marriage, as well as the
negative outlook of the rural community for the future of education in light of
the increasing number of educated unemployment and the availability of craft
activities. Attracting uneducated labor that does not require a specific age or
educational qualification and provides a weekly or monthly financial return.

The highly illiterate population was concentrated in the cities of Damietta and
Izbat al-Burj according to the digital network model (DPM), considering them
the focus of illiterate concentration and their spread to the neighboring areas,
due to the flourishing of craftsmanship and commercial activity related to
carpentry and furniture and furniture exhibitions, which are mainly concentrated
in Damietta, and the flourishing of the fishing craft In the city of Ezbet Al-Burj,
which owns the largest fishing fleet in the republic, as well as many industries
for fish canning, shipbuilding, nets and fishing tools, considering them among
the activities that attract uneducated labor and child labor while providing a
weekly financial return for its workers, which encourages students and their

families to drop out from education in order to join it.
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