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The Dialectical Method And The Possibility Of

Knowledge In Plato's Philosophy
Mohamed Samir Mohamed Abd Elhamid
Demonstrator, Department Of Philosophy And Sociology
Faculty Of Education - Ain Shams University

Abstract:

The research subject is consisted in studying Plato's theory of
knowledge, which searches primarily for absolute truth and how it
can be a subject of human understanding and perception. A closer
look at Plato's dialogues, we find that his theory of knowledge was
not presented directly in any one of the dialogues separately, but
rather developed and modified gradually through the dialogues. It
can also distinguish, within his theory of knowledge, between two
main aspects one negative and the other positive:

Ll bl o culS U (g dcaeladl dijpeally daallall dijeadl n ahyfigan e
Al e ekl A ylail sgaall acadl)
Look: Ritchie, David George: Plato, New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1902.
Chapter: 1V, P: 81.
474



ILA 4 yaall 4 gall dmand) giac 44 yaall g3e) Al 4 paall dpmaal)

The negative aspect was represented in Plato's criticisms of the
traditional theories of knowledge, whether previous or contemporary
to him. It can be said that Plato was able, through his criticisms of
both sensible and inferential knowledge, to clearly define what is
“not true knowledge”, as a preliminary phase to build his own theory
of what is “true knowledge”. And Plato devoted “Theaetetus” to this
critical negative aspect of his theory of knowledge.

The positive aspect was represented in Plato's building of his own
theory of knowledge, which is based on the distinction
between two basic types of knowledge, which are: “The certain
knowledge” and its object is universal, absolute and transcendent
concepts and principles of everything that is material, sensible and
changing, that is, its subject is "the Ideas" which in turn can lead
to the acquisition of the true knowledge. “The uncertain knowledge”
and its subject is sensible perceptions which in turn lead to uncertain
judgments, and therefore It cannot lead in any way to the acquisition
of any true knowledge. Indeed, Plato did not stop at the distinction
between the certain knowledge and the uncertain knowledge, but
rather went beyond that, so he developed a rational method which
through it the human mind can be able to realize the universal,
absolute and transcendent concepts and principles. It is possible
through this method to realize "the Ideas"” itself, Thus this method
enables the human mind to acquire the true knowledge, and this
method was "The Dialectical Method". It can be said that Plato
almost presented this positive aspect of his theory of
knowledge in all his dialogues, and at the forefront of those
dialogues “The Republic”, “Phaedrus” and “Meno”.
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