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The effectiveness of using differentiated instruction for teaching
geography in development the reflective thinking and productive
habits of mind for secondary stage students with varying levels of

achievement
Dr. Dalia Fawzy Abdelsalam Elsherbeni

Assistant Professor of Curricula and Methodology of Geography, Faculty
of Education, Damietta University

Reflective thinking directs mental processes towards specific objectives i.e. it
is a problem solving—oriented mental activity. Previous studies emphasized
that reflective thinking is among the highest types of thinking.

The productive habits of mind have drawn the attention of scholars with the
beginning the twenty—first century. They undertake major roles in the
education process; they help to develop learners’ menta skills, achieve
efficient learning and handle information from their sources.

Differentiated instruction is the process of instruction to and learning of
students with varying levels of achievement.

Research Problem

Diverse strategies should be employed to contribute to improving the
academic level of students of varying levels of achievement and to developing
the students’ reflective thinking and productive habits of mind. Therefore, the
research problem is stated in the main following question:

How can differentiated instruction be used in developing the reflective thinking
and productive habits of mind for the first-year secondary stage students with
varying levels of achievement of geography.

Keywords: differentiated instruction, reflective thinking, productive

habits of mind
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