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Abstract
Indicating Masculinity and Femininity in Arabic: A Semantic Study

The study's introduction outlines the objectives of the research, its importance, the previous
studies, the difference between it and the previous studies, the approach followed in this study. Thisis
followed by a preface entitled: Indication, Linguisticaly and Idiomatically, Its reationship to
Reliability, Affirmation of Meaning, and Clarity. In this part, the researcher has shown the relationship
of reiability, affirmation, and clarity with the indication of meaning. This is followed by the first topic
of the study: The Multiple Forms of Masculine and Feminine Names and Their Significance in Arabic.
The second topic is: Indication Forms of Masculinity and Their Significance. Regarding the third
topic, it has the following title: Indication Forms of Femininity and Ther Significance. For example,
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there are multiple forms offered by Arabic to differentiate between masculine and feminine names.
Take, for instance, the word "fox" which has been used to indicate both male and female foxes. It has
also been pointed out that the word "fox" is a male name while "vixen" is a female one. Likewise, it
has been argued that the word "fox" as a male name has a dual form while "vixen" has not. Other
grammarians have claimed that the word "vixen" (thalabanah-with round ta" is a feminine name. The
study, however, concludes with the following findings: The association of the feminine "round-ta (3)"
(in its short and lengthened forms) with feminine words is for the indication of femininity. Since there
has been disagreement about this point, it has become imperative to use the "round-ta (3)" to indicate
femininity. However, some words like "attan, i.e, female donkey" can also retain their feminine
features if even they are associated with the "round-ta (3)". Therefore, both words "attan" and "attanah”
(female donkey" have feminine reference. Similar examples include "bahma' and "bahmat" (female

cow), "alga" and "algat" (atype of tree) as well as "kabathara' and "kabathrat" (female camd).
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