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African Americans and the Establishment of the Republic of
Liberia in 1847

Abstract

The present research explores the founding of the Republic of
Liberia by the freed slaves who migrated from the United States; this
founding was funded and organized by the American Colonization
Society (ACS) which mainly aimed at dealing with the problem of the
formerly enslaved African Americans (i.e. the freed black slaves)
through resettling them in Africa. The project was supported by the
United States under the presidency of James Monroe, after Congress
passed the Anti-Slave Trade Act in March 1819. The idea was initially
to send these black slaves to Sierra Leone. Nevertheless, this idea was
not approved by the British Government. That is why the tendency
was to purchase a piece of land in Cape Missouri on the west coast of
Africa from the indigenous peoples. The colony has been called
"Liberia”. The colony subsequently underwent a major development,
with land being purchased and new settlements being established. It
also played a role in fighting the slave trade in the region. In the
subsequent period, another development occurred as the colony
gained some degree of autonomy, although the agent was appointed
by the ACS, which retained the right of veto over the colony council's
decisions. The dispute between the Liberian colony and the British
government in Sierra Leone over the customs cause imposed by the
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Liberian settlement on English merchants prompted the speedy
declaration of independence of Liberia in 1847. At the same time, the
Maryland Colony, which was established by the Maryland
Colonization Society in 1834, was also attempting to follow Liberia's
example of gaining independence, but it was suffering from war with
indigenous peoples, which made it feel threatened and seek to join the
Republic of Liberia. In 1857, Maryland was annexed to the Republic
of Liberia. From the beginning, however, Liberia suffered from a
division between indigenous peoples and African-Americans who
seized control of the new state.

Keywords: Liberia, the American Colonization Society (ACS), U.S.A,
West African Coast.
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(*) Frank Sherman, Liberia: The Land, Its People, History and Culture,
(Dar es Salaam: New Africa Press, 2011), p.11.
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Progress and Results, (Washington: American Colonization Society,
1880), p.3.
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(*) Mathew Carey, Reflections on the causes that led to the formation of
the Colonization Society: with a view of its probable results,
(Philadelphia: Printed by Wm. F. Geddes, 1832), p. 6.
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(*) Frankie Hutton, "Economic Considerations in the American Colonization
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(®) Sir Harry Johnston, Liberia, Vol. I, (London: Hutchinson & Co, 1906),
p. 125.

Ve — Y AS Gigay Adaa



aVAEY ale L &) ggan (ualip 4B () 508 aY)
e b o apdY) daldl e ()l e Jpanll Cangs A55aY) sasall Ll
Ol saniall LV LuallY) e Kall o saatiall LN e of Jala pad AT
3 L onaay B 0l GBIYs Ghal O aa Gl bl GalaiB lale Abe
oy Gl pundsS @bl bl L sda Lapeas 3Dl cidag Al
dpman’ & ) 13g) gl e 8 K ) Al calS GlIN Aaging g s sall
0 L)

Adledll GV a1 e Sleniull el 2ag VAV bl Jslay 13gly
Sss llia S gl 1o i A8 Hlexinl) Apran Guanli 8 abosen Ayl
DY) Gslal e call e ons csasiall Vsl B (pdins a3y 3o Sisle
coolidly b Amanl) Qi 5 85 ()Ll ) 5l 8 dliad T B o0 ey s
sk 5yl s 38 Agmeal) Lgingi) Al SIS G e aepll o M T e
lebaaly 0 Al 038 1 ) egpndlls el B8V e e sl clilis U
= Robert Finley Jlis cuygy 5sSall il Lddy  all Zypal ageal) 1) lladl &
Samuel  Sle 0ss disea ol sacluey (BaY Lajsa dasls Guf) o oupmss
M. 4Ty John Mills

@i by day Gouad s VAT ey V) ) Lelaal
S ohill s Ll e Gl of Al alas 8 <5 Henry Clay s
3] aaine JS5 Bantall VS (& DAY Cislal) lesind ZslSals deedle (5
) maad) gien dlie) & AIMT pawd YA & B Leelaial iy "

(") Bernice E. Finney, "The American Colonization Society”, Negro
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Settlement of Coloured People, at Wilberforce, Upper Canada, (London:
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(*) S. C. Armstrong, Emigration to Liberia: an address delivered before
the American Colonization Society, (Washington: American Colonization
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(%) Bruce Rosen, op. cit., p.116; Frankie Hutton, op. cit., p. 379.
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(") Act of March 3, 1819, Relative to the Slave Trade, in: Documents
Relating to the United States and Liberia, the American Journal of
International Law , Vol. 4, No. 3, Supplement: Official Documents (Jul.,
1910), p. 188.

(%) Report on African Colonization. (February 28, 1843, H. Rep. No. 283, 27
Cong. 3d sess.) Mr. J. P. Kennedy, from the Committee on Commerce, in:
Documents Relating to the United States and Liberia, op. cit., p. 200.

() Eugene S. Van Sickle, " Reluctant Imperialists: The U.S. Navy and
Liberia, 1819—1845", Journal of the Early Republic, Vol. 31, No. 1
(Spring 2011), p. 108.
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() Thomas H. B. Walker, History of Liberia, (Boston: the Cornhill

Publishing Company, 1921), p. 52; J.H.T. McPherson, op. cit., p. 20.

() T. McCants Stewart, Liberia: The Americo-African Republic, (New

York: Edward O. Jenkins' Sons, 1886), p. 15; Samuel Wilkeson, A concise

history of the commencement, progress and present condition of the

American colonies in Liberia, (Washington : Printed at the Madisonian

Office, 1839), p.5.

() Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p. 53.
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(*) T. McCants Stewart, op. cit., p. 17.

(%) Bernice E. Finney, op. cit., p.116.

(®) Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p. 54.

(*) John-Peter Pham, Liberia: Portrait of a Failed State, (New York: Reed
Press, 2004), p. 10; Sir Harry Johnston, op. cit., p. 129.
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(*) John-Peter Pham, op. cit., p. 10.
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the American Colony in Liberia from December 1821 to 1825,
(Washington: Printed by Way & Gideon, 1826), p. 6.

Eugene S. Van Sickle, op. cit., p. 110, 111.

J. Ashmun, op. cit., p. 7.
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1y Sir Harry Johnston, op. cit., p. 130.
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(®) J. Ashmun, op. cit., p. 12; Charles I. Foster, op. cit., p. 51.
() J.H.T. McPherson, op. cit., p. 24.
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(*) T. McCants Stewart, op. cit., p. 20; Sir Harry Johnston, op. cit., p. 130,
131; Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, op. cit., p. 6, 7.
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(*) Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p. 62, 63.
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Studies, Vol. 7, No. 2 (1973), p. 218; Monday B. Abasiattai, op. cit., p.112,
113.
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(") J. W. Lugenbeel, Sketches of Liberia: Comprising a brief account of
the geography, climate, productions, and diseases, of the republic of
Liberia, (Washington: C. Alexander, Printer, 1950), p. 10; Sir Harry
Johnston, op. cit., p.146 — 148.
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(") Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p . 72.

(%) A few facts respecting the American Colonization Society, op. cit., p. 8.
(*) Handbooks on the Missions of the Episcopal Church ** Liberia*, No.
IV, (New York: The National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church,
1928), p. 18.

() J.H.T. McPherson, op. cit., p. 58.

(°) Vincent P. Franklin, "Education for Colonization: Attempts to Educate
Free Blacks in the United States for Emigration to Africa, 1823-1833", the
Journal of Negro Education, Vol. 43, No. 1 (Winter, 1974), p. 99.

(°) Handbooks on the Missions of the Episcopal Church * Liberia", op. cit.,
p. 25.
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Richard Jlaily by, sSall say sedl 2] ¢ AT ol LSl cie
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dealss cdlin e caan o Jlijle dibagine 30 oy g il je3 Qi e
wall e 2 cpn ATY Gle Gule 8580 5l daglie b osadl b
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s ale] Gallay Loy elle Jaly - Ldgyise I I il 5es o (10 ALl s lac)
glae A 3acluall apall jlad 4l any calls) pang ola8 anlls by 5 (SDy Lol
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(*) Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, op. cit., p. 9.
(%) Samuel Wilkeson, op. cit., p. 37, 38.
(®) Sir Harry Johnston, op. cit., p. 150, 151.
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Apedl) Aol @l ypmny of Lyg oS5 Ay - aedbels agislsts AN (50 Yy
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man ol cwlS lly aDle (B lewial) Ames clu)l (ulSie 358 Ay
Oils aals axes JAMS Hall Js (uwen HsSall VAYY die 250 jlexins!
ol Gl Y deasil) (o cplSias dsp 550 oSaiy als L2V ATY gl L Tales
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ol S dilie J) cdpuulll agaall ey L ) VAYY Lle 8 dee (e Jil
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(*) Samuel Wilkeson, op. cit., p. 48.
(®) Ibid. p. 43 — 46.
(®) Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p. 77.
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(*) Sir Harry Johnston, op. cit., p154, 155.
(%) J. W. Lugenbeel, op. cit., p. 11.
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ciday b (g ey Aasadl ey dhalas i sydall e (i Lo it dused
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lale: Jsemnll o (S @limr gy cilaleal) 038 Jayys cppilaal) k¥ OIS o
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(*) Sir Harry Johnston, op. cit., p156, 157.
(®) J. W. Lugenbeel, op. cit., p. 11.

(®) Charles 1. Foster, op. cit., p. 54.

(*) Samuel Wilkeson, op. cit., p. 72.
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(*) American Colonization Society and the Colony at Liberia, Pub. by the
Massachusetts Colonization Society, (Boston: 1932), p. 5.
() Ibid. p. 60, 67.
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M. Jiidl 3 s (51 o laaiol) Loman Bidlga (g pial

Caais Absil e Lyl asan JAb 3 slads G o plel Hsiaal o By
Aledll 3 oSy o Sl S sl deal e ) el dpiall mie 3l ddlie
@raial) pall 138 gan a8y L opsla) GalREY) o lppl 8 Dhlgal) jeas 8
UalaiBU Gl 8 bpanionall CulS o3 S U8 (Sl dale e o bl e
dan cila ) ocanell el laall iy 8 CpibalseS (andl Jads ol
ML &all ()95 &b Oms)sY)

lesen addms g o(aDlyle 45 haele) Clpenivsall Jad alai) o L) 5 138a
Oe Cmstie ge Cillly 51 ulae dias€a o Sl OIS 3 "yl e
oilasi granaly () Sall das 4l g Laia) gl 8 Gulaal 138 amgs AV Cilading
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(*) The Twentieth Annual Report of the American Society for Colonizing
the free people of Colour of the United States, (Washington: 1837), p.53 —
57.

() Ibid. p. 57, 58.

(®) Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p. 83.

(*) J.H.T. McPherson, op. cit., p. 28, 29.
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e AALDIE (pe ey 3048 (JOSeph Jenkins Robert (uiysy 3Sia cayea Ll
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ve Ayl Gl Gns i Om ASme Sl b g sty (Gotora
JB Cua Ging) Wls el Ol s cile e e Heddington (jsisiae
lsaals Cun lilS s agd auails casagll 8 o (spanlll Jsady Al s Dsisa
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(*) Sir Harry Johnston, op. cit., p. 179, 180.
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i lilagy of ey QLS OIS 8y Lyl Pl e hlad J<8 QIS g5l
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(*) Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p.87, 88.
Agsatl 3580 ) saclue eledinl dg5k & :"Sassywood” addy Aasaall (7)
Ol e Lehualds alias 3ol sl of (il agiall o oSall algi¥) ddia JLRY o el 33
Y elal (e Lo siae Gl Ut afde edall Gyl Agliie atlulad (81 oSl
Al s JSG 8 05y () sraady ) GalaiY g ¢ jeal) e Ll Ulal 4le sl bl
“adgil e ey ais agial) adihy BN s 8 J) e ggiad ) Y
iy a8 1) ey ol ATl e aadl Jab e drdll o5 ealY) el (e adalHl oy
al 40e plefs es s sed (leild AaSlaal) Uil 5l ¢ M) o o) 2luca 8 Guadd) (55 558 U8 and
Peter : kil Lode 4dle) Al cannsill Gladle 4gle @ jeds 5l Jall 8 @il 13) Wl caide e
T. Leeson, Christopher J. Coyne, Sassywood, Journal of Comparative
Economics, 40 (2012), 15 February, p. 612.
(®) Sir Harry Johnston, op. cit., p. 182, 183.
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(*) Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p. 91, 92.
(®) M. B. Akpan, op. cit., p. 221, 222.
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(*) Monday B. Abasiattai, op. cit., p. 114.
(%) Sir Harry Johnston, op. cit., p. 187, 188.
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(*) Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p. 67, 96.

(®) J. H. Mower, "the Republic of Liberia", The Journal of Negro History,
Vol. 32, No. 3 (Jul., 1947), p. 267; Eugene S. Van Sickle, op. cit., p.129;
J.H.T. McPherson, op. cit., p. 29, 30.
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(*) Colonization Society to Mr. Webster Secretary of State, requesting
Intervention in behalf of Liberia, December 22, 1842, in: Documents
Relating to the United States and Liberia, op. cit., p. 209, 210.

(%) Mr. Webster Secretary of State, to Mr. Everett, Minister to Great Britain,
March 24, 1843, in: Documents Relating to the United States and Liberia,
op. cit., p.211.
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(*) Mr. Fox, British Minister, to Mr. Upshur, Secretary of State, August 9,
1843, in: Documents Relating to the United States and Liberia, op. cit.,
p.211, 212.

(®) Mr. Upshur, Secretary of State, to Mr. Fox, British Minister, in:
Documents Relating to the United States and Liberia, op. cit., p.212 - 214.
() Roland P. Falkner, "The United States and Liberia", the American
Journal of International Law, Vol. 4, (July., 1910), p. 537.

() Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p. 100.
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(") J.H.T. McPherson, op. cit., p. 30; Roland P. Falkner, op. cit., p. 538.

oa (V4T ead) diagil) 45Sa 5 alall) ool auall £159 Ll bl (s ua #3a ()
¥y

(®) Brandon Mills, "The United States of Africa": Liberian Independence

and the Contested Meaning of a Black Republic”, Journal of the Early

Republic, Vol. 34, No. 1 (Spring 2014), p. 90; Monday B. Abasiattai, op.

cit., p. 115.

(") Carmel Lambert, "the Love of Liberty Brought Us Here", lIrish

Association for American Studies (IJAS), No. 7, Special Postgraduate

Issue (2018), p. 8.
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() M. B. Akpan, op. cit., p. 228.

(®) R. W. Shufeldt, Liberia. The U. S. navy in connection with the
foundation, growth and prosperity of the republic of Liberia. An
address delivered before the American colonization society,
(Washington: John L. Ginck, 1877), p. 18.

() Carl Patrick Burrowes, " Black Christian Republicanism: A Southern
Ideology in Early Liberia, 1822 to 1847", the Journal of Negro History,
Vol. 86, No. 1 (Winter, 2001), p. 36.

(*) Caleb J Stevens, "The Legal History of Public Land in Liberia®, Journal
of African Law, Vol. 58, No. 2 (2014), p. 251.
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(") Information about Going to Liberia: With Things Which Every Emigrant
Ought to Know Report of Messrs. Fuller and Jennifer, (Washington:
American Colonization Society, 1852), p. 20, 21.

() Ibid. p. 21, 22.

() J. H. Mower, op. cit., p. 269.
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(*) John-Peter Pham, op. cit., p. 21.
(%) Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p. 103.
(*) John-Peter Pham, op. cit., p. 21.

R p—

Y AS Gigay Adaa



aVAEY ale L &) ggan (ualip 4B () 508 aY)
o ASa) L) slall 8 dale Gl A gl Allise cilS Cum ( DB LgDle)
Jie e basly Sldle 2aldly Gand) Ay ppend Aliiual) salaudly Calie )y ccigll elld
Loand &gy 3aY) it aly sanial) bl Candl Yha (6 o (S Y Y oa
M.vATY Lagsi v 3 Abraham Lincoln M)l aahd se 3 )
(YAOY — YAYE) Lpmaly Lo g il jla §paine (sl

Clraall (e 220 Cuanliy A€V Hleainl) Lmea oL 28 2V AT Gle dia
2Dl Hleainl Lman A Sledaiall o2 gaa) ilSy ALY (1o are A Bac Ll
Uanadi wiy VAV Gule (8 caDple A5 (G apdl) el Ll g
Oppde bl 40 A S 4 Voo VT Ve idaes cAiad) oda 8 Ve call Yo il
Sy Y 4l bl Apnen @y Lopnd Ll I DAYzl Jin (sl Lile
s U5 oy AaSally G ) g oSliay Gl o Bt e Giusl) sully
AATY Sl es s sl oF G e @ a5l o maalsll b g AT
Jeasill dagra Cialy Ly yise (A caleall Cilan Cling Juug) @5 SVATY annss
S ARV cagnngs cualea) oWpa Bsiay Gl Lad WY adiaall ae Gl
L Ll palen o a8 (Al it Spaninn punli 588 5 ) oAl cjlie)
Ndgha 8 alanl (ol il o) lexial) dpmaa o (S5 cAglaad) i)
) Sie Tanaall 3 oot 5 of @bl chacaly e 3Dl Jaa e 1ag

LY e Gaaldl )l S (VATS oyl Yo ANR Ll VY oSl ala) i ()

Ayl 5l el (e ae N e YATO I aVATY i Le byl 8 A e sasill

LY Sl sale) i plady 4S5 e sasiall Y ) 5al8 g Uil 451 ) () sSa Gui,l

saal YATe Lo g S ) el el e eliaill 5 o Dl B gy aladY) e caliads)

Y maa A Apgedl ha e pany gl VY H) ) sl Galdl (s 2SI
AYE VY u.acdgbu@)ﬁ ¢ gy sl ‘).EJ\ LAalasy

(%) Roland P. Falkner, op. cit., p. 539; J. H. Mower, op. cit., p. 269.

() J.H.T. McPherson, op. cit., p. 31, 32; Charles I. Foster, op. cit., p. 57.

() Bernice E. Finney, op. cit., p. 118.
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(*) Samuel W. Laughon, op. cit., p. 325 — 329.
(®) J. W. Lugenbeel, op. cit., p. 12.
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(") J.H.T. McPherson, op. cit., p. 32, 33.
(®) Samuel W. Laughon, op. cit., p. 341, 344, 347.
() 1bid. p. 349 - 356.
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(*) J.H.T. McPherson, op. cit., p. 33, 34.

(%) Thomas H. B. Walker, op. cit., p. 95; Sir Harry Johnston, op. cit., p. 190.
(®) Harrison Ola Abingbade, "The Settler-African Conflicts: The Case of the
Maryland Colonists and the Grebo 1840- 1900™, the Journal of Negro
History, Vol. 66, No. 2 (Summer, 1981), p.93, 94.
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(') Eugene S. Van Sickle, op. cit., p. 126.
(%) J.H.T. McPherson, op. cit., p. 34, 35.
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