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In the name of Allah, the most gracious, the most merciful
Preserving the human soul in Islamic jurisprudence

an introduction:

Islam commands the preservation of the human soul, and this is an
original, legitimate, and general requirement that is taken by induction
from the texts, rather an induction that benefits deduction, and in this
subject the evidence is beyond limitation. Man is an individual or a
species of it, the Almighty’s saying: (O mankind), (O people), (O
children of Adam) the speech comes according to what the need
requires, because all people are equal in the origin of their creation,
and God Almighty created us equal from one origin, all of you to
Adam and Adam Of dust, and the Almighty said: (O people, we
created you from a male and a female, and made you peoples and
tribes so that you may know one another. The most honorable of you
with God is the most pious of you), and this verse requires equality
and justice between them, and this leads to peace and stability among
societies.

And in the hadith narrated by Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, may God
have mercy on him, in the Musnad in the days of al-Tashreeq, he said:
The Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him peace, said:
Nor black over red, nor red over black except with piety, have you not
reached? They said: The Messenger of God, may God bless him and
grant him peace, said: To inform the absent witness, then he said:
What day is this? They said: A forbidden day, then he said: What
month is this? They said: A forbidden month. He said: Which country
is this? They said: A forbidden country. He said: God has forbidden
your blood and your money among you. He said: I don’t know. He
said: And your honor, or not, is like the sacredness of this day of yours
in this month of yours in this country of yours, have you been
informed? They said: Have reached The Messenger of God, may God
bless him and grant him peace, said to inform the absent witness.

Man was infallible in blood, and it was forbidden to kill and harm
them, as in the Almighty’s saying: “For that reason, we wrote upon
the Children of Israel that whoever kills a soul without a soul or
corruption in the land, it is as if he killed all people, and whoever
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saves her life, it is as if he saved all people. After that, many of them
in the land are wasteful.” Imam Al-Shatibi, may God have mercy on
him, says: “The soul forbade killing it, and made its killing a cause for
retribution, a threat to it, and one of the major sins associated with
polytheism. And the kings for that, and the soldiers arranged to fight
against the ram of killing the soul, and it was obligatory for the fearful
of death to stop his breath with all permissible and forbidden things
from carrion, blood, pork, and so on.

All of these texts and rulings indicate with certainty that the Lawgiver
intends to pronounce the soul, and that preserving it is a definitive
principle that has not been proven by one specific evidence, nor is it
attested to a specific origin that is distinguished by its reference to it.
A specific thing must be specified, then this principle is taken from
the stability of the requirements of the evidence in absolute terms, not
from any of them in particular.

The Companions applied this principle to participating in killing, so
they decreed that the group be killed by one if they conspired to kill
him, and the effect of killing the group by one under this overall
interest is that if he had not killed the group by one, the joint fighting
would have taken the joint fighting as a pretext to kill their enemies,
so the soul that the legislator intended to preserve.

And that the research came under the title: Preserving the human soul
in Islamic jurisprudence, and it consisted of an introduction, two
sections and a conclusion.

The first topic: Preserving the same humanity and its components

The second topic: Preventing human self-aggression

Then the conclusion summarizes the search results.

Dr. Mahamat Ali Issa Houmeida
Former Dean of the Faculty of Law in King Faysal University, and
Vice President of the Union of African Scholars in Chad.
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