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The Forgiveness Poetry of Shelomo Ha-Bavli
" A Descriptive Study "
Abstract

The old Hebrew poetry used to include asking for forgiveness as one of
the themes of religious poetry in Hebrew literature throughout its different
ages. It spread widely in medieval Hebrew literature; when most of Hebrew
poets wrote it. They developed its versification during the medieval Hebrew
literature. The core content of the poetry of seeking forgiveness in the
Hebrew literature used to be asking for forgiveness.

Poet Shlomo Ha-Bavli lived in Rome in the second half of the tenth
century A.D., wrote the poetry of seeking forgiveness for the supplication of
the Lord. He aimed to express his wish to get forgiveness of sins. In fact,
Ha-Bavli's poetry was not confined to asking for forgiveness. Rather, it
included other themes such as contrition, remorse, supplication, and
complaint.

I chose to study Ha-Bavli's poetry of seeking forgiveness to introduce the
poet and his religious poetry, and to fill a gap in the field of the Hebrew
medieval literature with a paper on forgiveness-seeking poetry. The
descriptive method is employed to describe this forgiveness-seeking poetry
by Ha-Bavli. The present paper has concluded that the Old Testament was
the primary source of Ha-Bavli's forgiveness-seeking poetry; it was of a

national nature in which he expressed the request for pardon.
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