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Abstract

Using technology in enhancing language learning has
gained considerable attention recently. Specifically,
weblogs are claimed to act as a contributing tool to EFL
(English as a Foreign Language) students’ language
learning and writing. This paper highlights weblogs’
aspects that are considered to facilitate EFL writing, and
describes some EFL contexts deemed relevant to the
application of weblogs. The authors argue that although
there are relevant weblogs’ facilitating aspects, any
planning and implementation should further examine
weblogs’ relevance and their formal applications in order
to ensure effective program development. A set of direct
implications to EFL program development is also
presented in this paper. The authors hope to provide
insights and understanding on the link between language
learning in the form of writing development and the use
of technology in an EFL context. This will serve as a
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starting point for implementing effective writing
curriculum and technique for teaching EFL writing.
Keywords:

Weblogs, Writing as process, EFL writing, EFL contexts,
EFL program development, Saudi Arabia

Introduction

Using technology has facilitated language learning and
writing. Specifically, weblogs are claimed to act as a
facilitating tool to EFL students’ language learning and
writing. Weblogs have received a considerable attention
for decades where people can create, update and publish
their personal websites, and they have gained further
notice when educators and teachers started to implement
them in their reading and writing classes (Wu, 2006).

This paper highlights weblogs’ facilitating aspects that
have direct implications to EFL writing, and describes
some EFL contexts deemed relevant to the application of
weblogs.  The authors argue that although there are
relevant weblogs’ facilitating aspects that have direct
implications to EFL writing, any program planning and
implementation should further examine weblogs’
relevance and their formal applications in order to
ensure successful program development. A set of direct
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implications to EFL which affects the EFL program
development is presented in this paper.

From a previous study conducted by the author
(Althobaiti 2014), it was found that EFL learners were
able to reflect on their experience as well their daily life
situations. However, very few were able to reflect on the
elements of writing practices. The study attempted to
explore the impact of using weblogs on EFL students’
writing in Taif University. A weblog was created for the
purpose of the study. The participants were 30 and they
were asked to complete a pre-interview, paper and paper
writing task, blog writing, and post-interview. Two
groups were examined. The first group employed writing
as final product through which students write in the
classrooms under the pressure of time and the limits of
consultations of dictionaries, while the second group
involved in writings as a process which allowed them to
have time space as well as access to dictionaries. The
study managed to delve beneath the surface level of
writing to a deeper writing process which focused on the
clarity of ideas and structures and the emotional
perspective.

Teachers must possess sufficient technology knowledge
with regard to the social media platform. Teachers
should be familiar with the possibilities of integrating the
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different applications to accommodate students’ different

needs such as blogs for writing and radios for listening.
They also need to know the functions of the different
platforms that encourage reflection, knowledge creation
and sharing.

Investigating the students’ written products on Weblogs
will help find better ways to improve EFL students’
writing. Such investigation will also provide theoretical
and practical recommendations and implications for both
teachers and policy makers on the link between the use of
CMC and EFL writing and the usability of weblogs in
enhancing EFL students writing.

Weblogs appear to play an important role in enhancing
students’ writing skills and freeing them from the
constraints of traditional classrooms. Such an effort is
hoped to contribute to the knowledge about the possible
implementation of weblogs in EFL program
development.

The authors hope to provide insights and understanding
on the link between language learning in the form of
writing development and the use of technology in an EFL
context. This will serve as starting point for
iImplementing effective writing curriculum and technique
for teaching EFL writing
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EFL state of affairs

The current state of affairs of Saudi tertiary
undergraduate writing calls for a massive improvement.
Writing seems to be the only medium of communication
with teachers in the sense that it shows students’
academic progress and intellectual growth, which makes
writing an important skill to acquire. All students around
the world should maintain a reasonable command of
writing skill in order to fulfill the requirements of the
courses studied by submitting well-written assignments
and answering questions in final exams (Al-Khairy,
2013). Bearing these points in mind, Saudi EFL tertiary
students suffer two main deficiencies: the poor English
writing performance and the lack of motivation
(Mahmoud, 2014). Thus, the implementation of Weblogs
in such a context is hoped to contribute to solving this
problem.

The use of technology and its role in enhancing language
learning in specific contexts such as EFL have not
received the attention deserved (Lee, 2013). Many
authors have pointed to this scarcity of research and
have called for more empirical evidences in new local
contexts such as EFL ones (Lee, 2013; Mahmoud, 2013).
The scarcity is obvious when dealing with tertiary EFL
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contexts (Aljumah, 2012; Fageeh, 2011). Saudi context is
no exception. Thus, more evidences are needed from
empirical studies. Researchers have emphasized this by
pointing to the scarcity of research in such a context (Lin
etal., 2014).

The use of weblogs as a form of computer-mediated-
communication (CMC) is considered as a facilitating tool
for language learning (Fageeh, 2011). Although there
have been a number of studies and reviews on the
utilization of weblogs as an important educational means
(Lin et. al. 2009), more studies are needed; specifically,
with respect to the usability of weblogs in foreign
language learning contexts. Many researchers claim that
the implementation of Weblogs in language learning is
still in its infancy (Lin et al., 2014). The adoption of
weblogs in teaching/learning processes has not received
empirical evidences. This can be seen in the
implementation of Weblogs in EFL contexts where
students’ English proficiency is low (Mahmoud, 2014).

The facilitating elements of weblogs
As in any social networking platform, numerous

researchers have found the advantages of weblogs.
Learners are claimed to benefit from the weblogs
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technological features, online interaction, and learning
process.

The integration of technology such as Weblogs is a good
option to encourage students to improve their writing.
Also, weblogs has the potential of providing the space for
the students to express themselves and overcome writing
blocks in a tension -free environment (Lee, 2010).
Weblogs can raise students’ attention, motivation, and
confidence, and help them become better writers by
acquiring more vocabulary and grammar (Aljumah,
2012). Weblogs can also encourage students to write
either inside or outside the classroom (Lee, 2010).
Specifically, weblogs are claimed to enhance students’
writing skills, cooperative interactions, and build their
self-confidence (Lee, 2013). Moreover, Weblogs
encourage students to write for a larger audience than
those in the classroom. That is when the students become
more attentive to what they write when they account for
their audience. When writing on Weblogs, students take
the responsibility of their writing, observe their peers’
writing, and receive feedback from their peers too (Lin et
al., 2014). Furthermore, when students use weblogs, they
have a practical application of their learning. They
become more engaged in the process of writing and be
more responsible and attentive to the writing process
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(Vurdien, 2013). Also, when students are given the
chance to write in weblogs, they are writing for a larger
audience and thus this will result in their critical thinking
skills, cooperative interaction (Halik et al., 2010;
Mahmoud, 2014; Warschauer, 1995). With more efforts
and exposure to the language structure and grammar,
EFL students are believed to reach a higher level of
competency as well as to gain a reasonable command of
writing.

This paper briefly presents those facilitating aspects that
are claimed to have benefitted learners in various ways
and contexts. However, the bigger scope of this paper is
to make the connection between the factors and their
implications to EFL writing program development. This
Is presented in the next section.

Implications to EFL writing program development

The previous section has highlighted claims made on the
usefulness and applicability of weblogs to writing.
However, amidst the claimed facilitating aspects of
weblogs, the authors believe that

such aspects lead to two major implications: implications
to learner factors and to learning factors:

Implications to learner factors:
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e Accepting weblogs as a platform for public
expression may challenge current EFL learners’
cultural values because most of them are not
familiar or comfortable with expressing themselves
through reflective writing. Sharing, interacting,
and socializing in face-to-face setting are culturally
shaped and motivated.

e Sustaining EFL learners’ genuine interest and
participation on weblogs is difficult which can
adversely affect research and classroom
implementation. EFL learners may not be
motivated to sustain participation on weblogs for
various reasons. They may find that there are no
incentives for them to participate. For the
researchers, similar constraints on sustaining
participation on online platform seem to prevalil.

e Certain topics discussed on weblogs can be cultural
taboos for the learners’ culture, thus inhibiting
their further participation. Students may shun
away from expressing something deemed personal
fearing embarrassment or ridicules from others.

Implications to learning factors:
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e Integrating weblogs as a curricular innovation may
require major changes in typically rigid ESL
classroom practice, assessment, and policies, thus,
affecting decision making among the stakeholders
in  teaching, teacher education, program
development, curriculum planning, and university
administration. Convincing all EFL program
stakeholders requires an assurance that weblogs
provides effective atmosphere and uninteruptive
learning environment.

e The positive weblogging outcomes only inform the
EFL practitioners on the successful process in
writing rather successful writing acquisition. Thus,
EFL research and EFL program development
should focus on the process of acquiring writing
skills and not on measuring writing improvement.
Although weblogging changes the nature of writing
(writing as process), many EFL writing programs
are still based on product-oriented syllabus.

To the EFL stakeholders, the above-mentioned
implications are crucial for EFL writing program
development. The authors choose “writing program
development” in this paper to show its
interconnectedness with the bigger EFL entities within
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an institution, such as, the department, curriculum, and
university.

Conclusions

The researcher considers the use of blackboard as an
essential element for the improvement of EFL writing.
Therefore, the inclusion of Weblogs within an EFL
writing program is essential. EFL stakeholders have to
be taken into consideration the EFL learner and learning
factors in the program development.

This paper has described the importance of weblogs to
EFL writing. It then highlights some current scenario of
EFL situations that suggest the needs for such technology
as well as potential constraints. It also describes the
facilitating features of weblogs to writing. The authors
argue that although there are relevant weblogs’
facilitating aspects that have direct implications to EFL
writing, future studies need to examine further weblogs’
relevance and their formal applications to EFL writing
and program development.

Acknowledgements:
The authors would like to express special appreciation to
DrMohamadZakaria for contributing his expertise in this

paper.

Faculty Of Arts Journal | 3557




Dr NaifAlthobaiti Dr Ghazi Algethami
References:

Aljumah, F. H. (2012). Saudi learner perceptions and attitudes
towards the use of blogs in teaching English writing course for
EFL majors at Qassim University. English Language Teaching,
5(1), pp.100-116.

Al-Khairy, M. A. (2013). Saudi English-Major Undergraduates’
Academic Writing Problems: A Taif University Perspective.
English Language Teaching, 6(6).

Althobaiti, N. (2014). Error correction in EFL writing: The case
of Saudi Arabia, Taif University. Paper presented at the
17" Association Internationale de LinguistiqueAppliquée World
Congress, Brisbane, Australia

Fageeh, A.I. (2011). EFL learners’ use of blogging for developing
writing skills and enhancing attitudes towards English learning:
An exploratory study. Journal of Language and Literature, 2(1),
3-48.

Halik, O., Lee, D., Paulus, T., & Spence, M. (2010). To blog or not
to blog: Student perceptions of blog  effectiveness for learning
in a college-level course. The Internet and higher education, 13(4),
206-213.

Lee, L. (2010). Fostering reflective writing and interactive
exchange through blogging in an advanced language
course.ReCALL, 22(2), 212-227

3558 _I Faculty Of Arts Journal




Enhancing EFL Saudi tertiary students’ writing skills by using Weblogs
Lee, M. C. (2013). The Multifaceted Aspects of Blogging as an
Educational Platform.In Knowledge Sharing through Technology
(pp. 56-68).Springer Berlin Heidelberg.

Lin, M. H., Li, J.-J., Hung, P. Y., & Huang, H.-W. (2014).
Blogging a journal: changing students’ writing skills and
perceptions. ELT Journal, 68(4), 422-431.

Mahmoud, S. S. (2014). Email and Face book to Promote
Foundation Year Students’ EFL Writing at King Abdul-Aziz
University. International Review of Social Sciences & Humanities,
6(2).

Vurdien, R. (2013). Enhancing writing skills through blogging in
an advanced English as a Foreign Language class in Spain.
Computer Assisted Language Learning, 26(2), 126- 143.

Warschauer, M. (1996).Comparing face-to-face and electronic
discussion in the second Writing Blogs.In Knowledge Sharing
through Technology (pp. 200-211). Springer

Wu, W. S. (2006). The effect of blog peer review and teacher
feedback on the revisions of EFL writers. Journal of Education
and Foreign Languages and Literature, 3(2), 125-138.

Faculty Of Arts Journal | 3559




Dr NaifAlthobaiti Dr Ghazi Algethami
Aladiuly cpmalal) Ol Auiaf A51S Auplaty) A3l ALUS §lga Jujas
Lasiaf 431 Lsalay) Aall) galy shall culiudal s cligaall
Ul agd o (Gl . ol M G il
2e Ll lgall) M Al Sbgall) 8 ollie S
) daals ¢ I A4S ) daala claY) A4S

D gadda
¢ aal) dsg Gleg Bage BaS Llaal Aall Al 50e5 (3 Laglgi€ill lasial qaus)
LIS Lslaty) Al A alas 8 dealis 33 Lghasy dasd Cugll ligae of ae3
3h A usll ligra (e uilgn o pguall 485l s2a dalis ALY alas g ¢ dasial
Apalad) BBl ans Gy ¢ duwial ARIS duplay) ARl 8 A Jigad] daga
ol e il laldl (s - ugll cligne Babiy dlia I a3 ) Gl (daiaf 431
@) OB ¢ qusl) ligae 8 Ala iy (13083 LUSH) Al Aledl jaus Gl 3sng e
dal e dae)l) Lgiliudaiy Cugl) Cligne dasdle (2a iidn o sty iy Jadads
Llll malipy skl spilaal) landaill (o degane Slling . Jlad maliyy gl Glaca
Jon G aghy (5) was Oliall) ity A8)5l) o3 6 o LeS Luial 430S dojulasy)
Bl Gl 8 LagleSll dlasialy LUK ikt 0S5 3 L) ol oy AL
LS alie kil (Dl dhd Gl 138 G5 o Galeldasal 23S djdaty)

il GRS Alay) ARl b AU aalas L g lladl)

rdaalide cilals

Aall) il cdaial 23S Llaty) A2lL AESY (Bpaiene duleaS LY (sl Ciligae
Loyl ASladd) cAial A3lS Ajalay) Al maliy ol el A2 Ljlasy)
) gl

3560 _I Faculty Of Arts Journal




