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Muwat)t}a’ as a sourcse for the social life in Medip,

Abstract ) .
The aim of this paper 18 {0 shed light on the importance of th
€

Hadi>th books in general and Muwat}t}a’ in particular i,
study of Islamic history as well as highlighting some of t}ﬁe

ersistent misconception concerning the value of jurispmdet e
(Figh) and Hadi>th { books in the study of Islamic histon -
Modem historians have rarely used these sources even thg 7.
they may contain important information about people’s d:%h
way of life. The paper will try to show that these sources ~
essential to the study of the early Islamic history and that itar' X
doubtful if any distinction can be drawn between Historical anl;
Hadi>th works in favour of the former as sources, on the groung
that the latter are more ideologically biased or it concerned with
theoretical matters and sometimes reflects the activities prevalent

at the time of writing
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