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The Impact of the Awareness of Minimal Pairs in
Correcting some Speech Mispronunciations in the Light of
Modern Phonetics
This research points out some speech
mispronunciations which are due to the unawareness of minimal
pairs. It provides the best method to deal with pronouncing
sounds incorrectly in the light of modern phonetics by means of
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stating the features of every sound of the minimal pairs and the
relationship with its counterpart.

Minimal pairs refer to the sounds that
are produced from the same or similar vocal tract and they have
the same except one feature. If this feature has changed to its
counterpart, both sounds will be the same.
The research presents three types of minimal pairs:
First, minimal pairs and their manner of articulation and
these are of two kinds:
1. Voiced and voiceless sounds such as /d/ and its
counterpart /th/ or /Th/, /t/ and its counterpart /s/ or /th/, /b/ and
its counterpart /f/, /T/ and its counterpart /S/, /D/ and its
counterpart /sh/, /g/ and its counterpart /kh/, and in this kind
there are few mistakes.
2. Lateral /I/ and its counterpart the retroflex /r/ or the
nasal /n/.
Second, weak and strong sounds. There are four sounds
that change to weak ones if they have lost their strong
pronunciation. The only distinction between these pairs is the
weak or strong pronunciation of the sound. These sounds are /T/,
IS/, ITH/, and /D/ and their weak pairs /t/, /s/, /Th/, and /d/.
Third, voiced and voiceless sounds. Some voiced sounds
in Arabic have voiceless counterparts such as /d/, /Th/, /z/, D/,
/?/ gh/ and their counterparts are /t/, /th/, Is/, IT/, IH/, IKh/.
The research concludes that such mispronunciations can
be tackled and remedied through solid knowledge of the sound
features, and practicing the pronunciation of the individual sound
alone and in various contexts, and being careful when
pronouncing a word that includes one of the minimal pairs.
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