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Abstract
The difference Between the Stylistic Aspects and the
Linguistic Aspects:
The Stylistic Structure of the Literary Text

The present study tries to differentiate between the

stylistic aspects and the other aspects of the literary text in
general and the poetic text in particular. The stylistic
criterion based on Ferdinand de Saussure’s dichotomy
langue/parole  and Noam  Chomsky’s  dichotomy
competence/performance has been studied and found
improper to differentiate the two aspects. For de Saussure,
langue is abstract and social while parole is concrete and
individual; and the same holds for Chomsky. If this
difference is held true, then we cannot use one to study the
other; parole cannot be evaluated in the light of langue,
neither can performance be judged in the light of
competence. Parole can be compared only to parole and
performance to performance. Both sides of the phenomena
has to be taken together without separation. Thus the study
shows a big difference between the stylistic aspects and the
linguistic aspects of the literary text. Putting one in place of
the other usually results in misconception. Each aspect has
its peculiar criteria, objectives, and tools; but this does not
negate the fact that both aspects contribute to the unity and
wholeness of the text. An approach that does not
differentiate between the two aspects would yield results
that are completely different from an approach that takes
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this difference into account and forge links between them in
the final analysis. The stylistic aspect requires more
specific criteria and a sensitive reader who can approach as
something different from the linguistic aspect. The same
applies to the literary aspect; i.e. the main features of a
genre. The study concludes that a poetic text should be
evaluated in the light of the broad genre and if compared, it
should be compared to other poetic texts not texts from
other genres; and the same applied to dramatic and narrative
texts. The theoretical issues have been applied to some texts
to show the difference between features characteristic of
certain genres and features characteristic of a historical

period or a certain text.
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