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Abstract

The main focus of the present study is to arrive at a "substantial" definition of

poetry and its nature. This can be reached through a distinction to be drown between

the original components that are part of its essence and those that arc or.ly

dispensable. Thcdistinetion goes also to what is constant in poetry which no theory

of literature can overshadow in contrast with the temporary that can be disregarded
however importantthcse clements might be for other studies.

The aesthetic of the poetic work arises usually from some variations within the

constant elements not the deconstruction of these clements. Such dcconstructions arc

a violation of the very essence and nature of the matter. The constant clements that

construct the essence of the matter rarely change; however, the temporary elements

are always changing and this change is sometimes a sign of artistic creativity.

. The part I~nguagc holds: as onc of the constant clements in the essence of

poetry has been tackled In this study. The study has shown how it should be the

starting point for any literary investigation. If this clement is neglected. the literary

work, especially poetry, is distorted. The poetic language, with all its clements, is a

point of validation in poetry. When one of these clements is absent the essence of

poetry is distorted and may even vanish. Language, then, is the most constant clement

in poetry and a common denominator among the other clements; whether constant or
temporary.

As the essence of poetry has constant as well as teniporary clements, the theory

of literature should accommodate all these clements. The constant clements has to be

identified without denying the fact of variation. Thus, all theories will share the

constant elements and limit their differences within the temporal. No theory or

approach, then, can claim that another is completely wrong. The text will no longer

be cOII:)idcrcd as blocked [or further studies. However, the constant clements will
decide which approach is better than the others.
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