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Austrian Joke between Narrative Purposes and Features

The Nazi Era as a Model
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Abstract:

This study aims to achieve two purposes. Firstly, to highlight the literary joke as a very short fiction genre with
specific artistic features, styles and purposes. The second aim is to explore the features and artistic methods of the
joke, including narrative features. The sample jokes for analysis were chosen from German culture, more precisely,
they are Austrian jokes that were told during the Nazi regime. The two aspects were examined by applying a critical
method that combines critical and cultural criticism. The joke samples were analysed, their specific characteristics
identified, and the underlying mechanisms explained. On this basis of this analysis the methods of formulating the

joke, its functions and its objectives will be established.

The study focuses on Austrian jokes in particular as a form of literary expression that relies on the elements of
narrative construction and aspects of its specific characteristics to discuss and criticise humanitarian issues. The
jokes use literary methods in general — and narrative methods in particular — as a means of expression to achieve
visible goals in human communication in a way that did not endanger personal safety despite the sensitive nature
of the jokes in religious, political or social terms. The findings of the study demonstrate the extent to which jokes
are a form of short fiction and how important it is to study them at technical and critical levels in order to explore

the effects of this multiplication of expression.
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