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Civil society between the binary of domination and liberation

in Western political thought.
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Abstract

The concept of contemporary civil society arose out of a collision between
two main currents in Western political thought. The first developed from
Machiavelli and Hobbes through Locke and Kant, then Montesquieu and
Tocqueville, to contemporary liberal thinkers. As for the second, it passed
from Hegel, through Marx and Gramsci, to Habermas and the theorists of
the European New Left.

But the two concepts converged after that to a large extent as the liberals
moved away from viewing civil society as an arena of savagery that needs
state authority. To be considered an arena to attend and continue building.
On the moderate left, civil society has shifted from a space of domination by
the bourgeoisie to a space of semi-neutral then to the arena for positive
communication.

Some may say that the state and freedom are incompatible; whereas the
institutions of civil society are based on voluntary and free non-compulsory
joining, the state is based on coercion, oppression and a monopoly on
violence. But it must also be taken into account that there are wide areas of
interaction between the state and civil society.

Therefore, the researcher believes that the relationship between civil society
and the state is complex and interconnected in a way that cannot be easily
separated. Therefore, the relationship between civil society and the state is
complex and intertwining in a way that cannot be easily separated. And it is
to confront the power of the state that it should not be weakened; however,
society must be strengthened and its social capital increased, so that the
relationship between them is healthy and beneficial to both of them and for
the benefit of the individual.

Therefore, the relationship between them is a necessary functional
relationship. One of the two parties cannot perform the active role that it
should play in the absence of the other party and its effectiveness as well.
Civil society is considered a necessity for the state and society alike, as it
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represents the functional link between them. The bearer of the people's
hopes; watching the rationalization of authority. Working on the cohesion of
the state and supporting the reasons for its survival and the success of its
missions on a permanent and continuous basis.

Key words: Civil society ,State Dominance ,The Relationship between
Civil Society and State Hegemony.
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(25) Dictionnaira desoeuvers politiques, sous la direction de: F. chatelet, E .pisier evelyne, O.

uhamel, puf, lere edition.

(26) John locke, Essai sur le pouvaoir civil, texte trajuit, presente et annote par jean Louis fyot.
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