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Abstract: This research aims at identifying the positive and negative effects of the
internet on the quality of the accounting education system. In addition, it is concerned
with suggesting how to benefit from positive effects and how to avoid negative effects in
both Egypt and Saudi Arabia in order to increase the quality of the accounting education
system in both countries.

This study is based on survey, i.e. questionnaires from a number of accountants
and academic staff, who uses the internet, in Cairo and in Riyadh in order to achieve the
research objectives. In addition, it is based on performing some interviews with some of
the research sample. It is, also, based on a desk study from literature review.

The research revealed that using internet has many positive effects and a few
negative effects on the quality of the accounting education system. The positive effects
include, for example, increasing skills and experiences of accountants, especially those
whose jobs are related to the internet. Also, it imparts the ability to be aware of
accounting regulations and standards that are available on the internet. In addition,
several accounting electronic libraries are available. Doing so leads to improvement in
preparing and publishing accounting researches and subjects. Furthermore, using internet
leads to improvement in the field of accounting disclosure that facilitates acquiring the
required data for accounting researches and books. In addition, the internet may help
make communications among academics more possible. Doing so may aid in exchanging
ideas among them in order to develop accounting researches and books, and provide the
labor market with adequate graduates. Moreover, accounting websites can hasten and
facilitate getting required accounting information.

On the other hand, the negative effects include the internet risks. Also, needlessly
long time and unnecessary efforts are consumed during searching on the internet because
some sites are blocked. Doing so leads to difficulty in finding the full text of some books
and papers. In addition, academic ideas can be illegally taken easily via the internet. Also,
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some data on some accounting sites are inaccurate and incomplete (and sometimes
wrong). Moreover, acquiring this new internet technology sometimes is highly expensive.

It is necessary to benefit from the positive effects and to avoid the negative effects
(or reduce these effects to the least possible. Doing so can be done by activating and
unifying all efforts, either in Egypt or Saudi Arabia, either from academics or from
practitioners, to benefit from the positive effects and to avoid the negative effects in order
to further improve the quality of the accounting education system.

Keywords: the Internet - the Quality of Accounting Education System —Egypt — Sauid
Arabia
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