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Abstract:

This research emphasizes on studying and publishing a unique Seljuk dirham
coined in Nishapur in 428 Hijri. The dirham carries the name and the title of the
Seljuk ruler Tughril Beg. This dirham is preserved n the Yahya Jaafar’s collection in
the United Arab Emirates. The study conducted an accurate, scientific description,
and analysis of this dirham the light of different circumstances.

Tughril Beg ordered to coin this dirham and recorded his name when he
entered Nishapur in the month of Sha'ban 428 AH during the intense conflict that took
place between him and Sultan Masud | of Ghazni to dominate Khorasan province;
including Nishapur as mentioned by Ibn al-Athir and Al-Nuwayri

The research includes a comparative study between this dirham and the Seljuk
dirham that was coined by Tughril Beg also in Nishapur in the year 428 AH, which
currently owned by the American Numismatic Association’s collection NYC. Also, a
comparison was made between this dirham and the oldest Seljuk dirham coined by
Tughril Beg in Nishapur 431 AH (currently preserved by the Center for Islamic
Numismatics, University of Tubingen, Germany). Besides, pointing out to other
Seljuk dirhams, as well as bow and arrow decoration.

As a conclusion, it became clear that this dirham was coined by prince Tughril

Beg in Sha'ban 428 AH after he conquered Nishapur to confirm the subordination of
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Nishapur to his rule against his opponents; the Ghaznawi. This unique dirham was not
studied or published before and it’s considered the first and the oldest of the Seljuk
dirhams that were coined in Nishapur. This dirham that has the name of Tughril Beg is
considered an important addition to Tughril Beg’s dirhams in particular, which coined
Nishapur and considered an important addition to the Seljuk dirhams in general.

Keyword: Seljuk dirham, Nishapur, the Majesty prince Tughril Beg.
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= Wilkinson .C.K, Nishapur pottery of Early Islamic period, The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York, 1972.
= Mitchiner(Michael)., Oriental Coins and Their Values, The Ancient and Classical World,
600 B.C. - A.D. 650, Hawkins Publications; First Edition edition (January 1, 1978).
» Lavoix,Hnri, Catalogue ds Monnaies Musulmanes de la Bibliotheque Nationale,
vol |, paris 1887.
= Ostrup,j, Cataloge, des Monnaues Arabes et Turques du Cabinet Royal des
Medailles du Musee Nationale de copenhsgen 1938.
= Miles, George c, Rare Islamic coins, New York 1950.
» Hennequn, Gilles, Catalogue des Monnous musulmanes de la Bibliotheque
Nationale —Asia pre-Mongal, le salewges et leurs succarreurs, paris, 1985.
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