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Abstract

The elements of supplies and subsistence played a
decisive role in the conflict between the British and the
Ottoman Empire during the First World War (1914-1918),
as food and water supplies, as well as field medical aid
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and efforts to evacuate the injured were elements that
tipped the scales and favoured the British and their allies
during the Sinai and Palestine campaigns and ended with
the crushing defeat of the coalition Turkish, German and
Austrian in Egypt and the Levant.

The availability of fresh water was one of the decisive
elements in this conflict, as the bitter fighting that lasted
for four years in the deserts of Egypt and the Levant in the
eastern Mediterranean highlighted the impact of the
scarcity of fresh water on the competence of the
conflicting forces and the need of thirsty soldiers for
abundant supplies to help them withstand the hardship
of war in the desert. The animals also needed those
supplies of horses and camels that had a role in the battle,
in addition to transporting food, water, equipment, the
wounded and camp supplies. The bragging of the number
of soldiers and their equipment was necessarily followed
by the question of how to provide for their essential needs
of water and food as they tirelessly walked across
hundreds of kilometres in an arid desert.

The research reviews the projects and steps, whether
limited or major, that the British leadership took in Egypt
to ensure fresh water in the elements of its superiority or
at least attempt to neutralize it during the fierce conflict
that began with the Turkish attack on the Suez Canal and
then developed into the military campaign known as the
"Sinai Campaign". The main task entrusted to the British
forces in eastern Egypt was to defend the Suez Canal and
repel any possible attack by the Turkish forces stationed
in Palestine and the Levant towards the most important
waterway for Britain's commercial interests and to link its
eastern colonies with Europe.
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(1) George Curzon addressing the Lords' council of the British Parliament, Vote of
thanks the forces, October 29th, 1917.

https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/lords/1917/oct/29/vote-of-thanks-to-

the-forces.
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George Curzon addressing the Lords' Council of the British parliament, Vote of
thanks the forces, 29th October 1917, https://api.parliament.uk/historic-

hansard/lords/1917/0oct/29/vote-of-thanks-to-the-forces
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