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Abstract

Islam has not reached the internal regions in
Eastern Africa before the nineteenth century at the
beginning of which the coast area had become part of
the Omani Empire. At that time Said Ben Sultan has
made the Island of Zanzibar The capital of his Empire.
Soon after the Omanis had established the pillars of
their rule and expanded the space of their authorities
to embrace all the coast Lands they had sought to
strengthen their commercial relationships with the
internal regions. This had led them to send commercial
missions to these areas since the thirties and the
forties of the nineteenth century. The Arab merchants
were penetrating into the continent. Among the
important roads they had taken are four main roads of
special importance with regard to the spread of Islam
in the region. The era of the Bosaeediyeen in the region
had witnessed a very fundamental period of the spread
of Islam in Eastern Africa.

Sheikh Ahmed Ben Ibrahim Al-Amry is among the
early Omani Pioneers of Islamic Da'wa( Preaching )in
Uganda. To him goes the credit of the advent of Islam
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into Uganda. There was also Sheikh Khamees Ben
Gom'a at whose hand King Mutessa (1856 — 1884) has
been converted to Islam. Moreover, the sources of the
Church Missionary Society list a number of the Omani
Merchants who had led the Islamic Movement and
resisted fiercely the activities of the Christian missions
in Uganda at the end of the nineteenth century. Among
these was Sheikh Solaiman Ben Zaher Al-Gabry.

Accordingly, this research discusses the role of the
Omanis in strengthening the commercial relationships
between the Eastern Coast of the African Continent
and Uganda, the roads taken by these merchants, the
spread of Islam in Uganda as a consequence, the vital
role played by the Omani pioneers in the field of
Islamic Da'wa (preaching) as well as their resistance
against the activities of the Christian Missions in the
African Continent.
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