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Special education Reform Movement in the United States of

America: Standards-based Reform in the Era of Accountability
By
Prof. Ahmed Abdulaziz Altamimi(’

Abstract

In response to the wvarious continuous changes posed by
contemporary life, modernization and development movement never
comes to an end. This article tackles the role of accountability in shaping
an educational reform movement that is based on standards and different
legislative requirements. It also examines the effects and implications of
these policies on reshaping special education towards changing practices
at the levels of school districts and individual schools for the purpose of
supporting students with special needs. The article concluded that
individual initiatives can not suffice for reform. There is a need for a
comprehensive long-run strategy based on an accurate and flexible

accountability system that takes all environments and circumstances into

consideration.

(*) Faculty Member at Collage of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh.

Y



Yovo ssSh - (4) 2l (v) sl Jeallall g dal Al iy il ddas

Loyds iy Aale ) g6d JUlY1 sal ellsl aaad duald) da ) a5iall Dl
Ovlae 3851 alaial jsae pgllabal aulaty A Al Cansald ciialdl) Al Jlae 4
o ot Al @hdls cianl LAl slag celg aa o pliilly Siye¥) ol
U0 goaend Lyl el (b Jadh 40 5aY1 Baariall sl ABleY) (53 JWkaY) sl Ll
allall

Aansldlly S 5aY 1 Baatiall LYl 8 Aalal) A pll A B el L i 13y
bl oS A3l (g5 JUbY ety )y Jlae (b 2 3laY) ClS i Lgle a5
O daliia e Cilage o bl ilin s Glivaadl) Gllay 6 o del Lyl
Cralaall Jelin S "clgagd o) "alage 5 b Lgde Gl o oS ciladla)
Lagall el ya o ) gt a5l Alaiu¥) aae’ Gliagall sl g cilabeallg
.(Crockett, et, al, 2012) "4agsll

e pua’ gl sl agiladY (8Wlae pdes dgan U0 Lo Oslelaiy (sasaiill (LS
daailin) (555 o) (sl dligh blad (ol dla < ol (3] "Clepd’ gialy Cigug Byle
D5l Giregs G "0l (oSaY) Gyl 81 dn caald e Byl claSaY el oy
Bas o3 aS sa BIA Las elsas aa o Lalsl) Gy il alell aubenll 3 (g5l )yl
(Datnow, 2006) dabaall cil¥sll (pa dudliall &g Jiiy dalad) dupll cilars
LealS ] 4y il 6~ Y)

L) (05 (o il DY Caaigall (e A sane B aleill Z3lal 3 el
AlSall Al gl) Lmaall Allae cant Logo il) louslilly L) jaal) 350ally Aujall baghadll Tyle
-(National Governors' Association, 1986)

adabiy ol jsall Gl (Sipe¥) Ouill Blal Giags e JladY) 353 il
e Wl Z LY anly Cdje Al dage Gl sl yaal (gousill ZOal
DAl (e 3Bl Lag ¢ SopaY) ol o = Sa) dnge (58] aad iy " il
JUakal (e planll il wses ey ¢ i€ ading Al Uiy () Al il




Uslsdll jome 8 julaall e sl #30a¥) A 5l saniall Gl ) 3 dualal) Ay il sl 48 a0 wadll 3 jadlae cp deal /o

S pmidie das @yl e gyt ae Uaa J8Y1 JLakY )5 d8leY) (5535 crle
Shepard, Hannaway, and) e sl ciic sl oles] cDISaa (o (il Byl (8 lgsdany
(Baker, 2009

O el aainall Claly gl e S (g (o plas) dlia (LS
Al wlalsas) s e dolee o 5o IS8 Ji5e uladll o AU ~3Y)
.(Crockett, et, al, 2012) S J<a llally 4o jaal) e

el daplall jLadl ga cibaaill oda oly cubasill e 3ayhll glas o1 (Sl
o WLl Y] e il Lulll) A e L) @lligh ¢ puladl @bl oL
OS50Sl Jag €3S i g laal) (6 e Jlgaal) (S "ale 2auli€” ulaal
Lag € s eLlsl ) iy Cagas Sy Tale IS5 Ao paal) 23l gl alaall o Jalal) Jle
09 5 Lag Sl o il o )l Sasl 8 gal) agl Jag $ASHEN (s5ive sa
o paladl) Hla) by o (A dald DY) el duing e 8 Al 3oy
Sagle Adhad DA () (e Gl (g5

gl Golad) alasind gl juladl o ) ZORY) @yl e oS
gimall daaly pulbae Jadis Cuims A8leY) (553 (e Jila US ol daslial (g5l (g5 Al
ol Laguspall CalaaY) a8 Jikal) e Glaal il (ggially Jilall L

o sl 2Oy Al kil 71 culS dalsll madl) A5 o Jsill oS
o alalia) e dall gk JUY) pses et (Ao Syl Cral i yulas
s J8Y) 48 ) deganall ol ehaill JULY) ol Z8leY) (950 JlY) lom agil)

Y (o ask das Sla OIS julad) o ol Z3LSY) Bk Jg
o) dall Joall alana 8 Luad Gadae sa Lo il gag— "clajaal o )
laia¥ly Jaball ehal Guld o 2o lill 03 pd Cuan Ayl Joall paes 8 G
O Jihall o diaie 3ggall US dan Lae dald) Clileadl e dail) (i cila il




Yovo ssSh - (4) 2l (v) sl Jeallall g dal Al iy il ddas

leadlly G yall elaly Loyl AS580 ol Aroyaall 4800 Jie 5paY) clariall )il
(Goerts, 2007) . Asall adinall Silange po Gaiilly 523l
Al luall pac

o bl aletl) ity sl Aauli€ puladll o il ZOlaY) slae) aay
z3la DA e ldgats dagill 13a 3ujnl AaaY L ge callail £.50Y) sasiall LY
-(Educational Accountability) 45 all dlelual)

Glehal) gt Jdadl 8ylai e ciald y cilsjaall e Aeliadl juaid o1y
(e Aiie dasall 02 il duyaally dusuill Clingll Ley a0 AN o ially clilaalls
-(Elementary and Secondary Education Act) . ssllly Sl sl o5l

s ¥ N aea sl cilile) (gl Jasy dadlyadl) Lo gSal) il Sy ) Jal cpa
O A5 () Al (s3a 2aas A Al Alebsall LA e Ll ulaally A5V
e pall A jlnal) LAY ke Agll Alelisall z 3l 5y coptall yulaalls 4nxe
O sly a2 (gl aay b 5u€ 0 cllid) s2gl ¢\S5 «(Norm-referenced Tests)
llie (glsie i oy Gl G Ton 33 Las A0 oY) 3 Ll 8 Uar
A e Basiall ALYl e Yl (s Le dada

gl il o @ilall (55 Aelusally dslaally lhaudl) dagSall &S5 o1
DA e Lslaall juleal) 3aaa3 8 Saiad) oY) s dpadanll Ghalially LY dac)s
IV aes o malind) 138 ashs clan J8Y) JLbY) anles ] pim o maliy
Sy sl 8 Jlakf dans S e aaly il Ao GLa) AT Siaa of JULY) e
ool aglg¥) 055 eclialilly selyall migad anas s e Y1 Al
s Lelaial o Lald o Lalait) caeg yad) JULY) (o cileban o 1 5l dag yadll
Y (55) e JahY) e gand) @b para

Aalanll Qi) e dais pulad) ol ad ey aagll 5 Sl
O dssana 3zl DA e QLS a2 el ¥ ) Gulaall = el e ) =




Uslsdll jome 8 julaall e sl #30a¥) A 5l saniall Gl ) 3 dualal) Ay il sl 48 a0 wadll 3 jadlae cp deal /o

sl g 7 Ly (Al dpabedll cilaaad) W ZELaY L (aylaall Gl aim cilelyaY)
Gl G plaall ALl A< Gy e ity cgulaall b e Jagatll cilllay a3l saY)
G D aians M doas O (A Lo dipae o3 JULY) sae missy o sl
L 585 ddlle s Shacio clanii o cilian (g3a] Guplaa ) COUAN (e 5y o] Il
Dt (6 el Y1138 dasg i) o3V s daall Gty Ciga g
beY) e Lol 6 5)aY) el Jad Calyicls alad i3] (gl Gle Jles Ay

AN 3 il e (5 3o 8 28w o S A (93 Cleha) ey
ol LeBhe] llall 8 ey A yre (gl 31K salely ,dpad) A sale] dulhadll uleall
AN ) Al Gulaa (e Gl Aeloa b glaay Lea « )3 ulae o DU a5
(Elmore & Rothman, 1999) ilyall 2l as z e e (& lgrayg
ALol) D Lisa] - Lai

ool Liia Laas (a1 moal "alany dil @l o0F (gl laal aa
(e OS5, olall Ldagnl) SlehaY) lgiianas Al dzdall Lladll juleas JhalY) dogeaal
Al oLl ) 51 oLl sl (iane e 013 8101 (g5 J o (oS0
.(Stullich , Eisner , McGrary and Roney , 2006)

o) G e g9 s " satll 3l iy Lo Glaatiad 3l e 2l
Sl e 3l Cajlaally Cleall 8 Jill o (g1 Adpeal 5] cLdgl e ol
ok, o (el Baasa

saibad o aan ¥ gaill cladg o Ao ddhadl) Ldsnll cle)al) sl s
GlS asgae J e el plsil e g5i€ aatig ¥ s dusaal) (ailiad ol (DU
o5 By Aisaal) SSAY) il e i) Liady daspad) il ol GO (ggie s b
o el Uelosd) dlee JLaSinY Tan Lage Ll g3 ol ) jealiall (any diln)
(Goldschmidt and et. .cpmil) Consig Al dowig ¢ jguianll Ao g gaill il




Yovo ssSh - (4) 2l (v) sl Jeallall g dal Al iy il ddas

Sl a8 auly I8 deadiie julaall 038 of 3L paallgal ,2005)
Pl ) Golaall axdiy dagbial

i Lo alall Lgadla dael GVl ~leud) a5 = 3saill 138 #La) Jal (e
Al Ciyell Zagatll 1aa Zlas (Ao oo, Alelusad) juleal dalall Jaglaslly ol
s 15l Jia SV Ganad Lagale IS0 Al LY el 8 cpls g dueDUaid
T Jie LS pa (30 3 (al lls Gag ot dladls 70 () doas a2
(Crockett, et, al, 2012) /) (saaiy al G dalladl) (¥ ,\S

) g Aeluall JaT 235t 3k (e 2K paY) dasSall cuilef 2 0 o A Slal) 8
A8 Aelsdl malin P e ol Lnitie Gujlaall s 8 GV s L
AV @i Jaw ) zlas Al Gl o e By b 3l Ge zisall 138 udisg
gl Aagusyall CalaaY) 3t (e A jall

Lalall sl el Wiana ey o) Cainas A Nl el cagas) Gl
tie Alebuall o gaill 13a (Jia audad Lgi€ay ia dilide i )

Bl ole =)

POpend () Zlad gl Y

Al Bale) ol ol gl il Clela) @l syl =Y

13g] o) i () s o1 i Ay 8 A8 ALl " mals s 3l
el By (e Alsare Allpad Ay (3 ASLEN GlYy s Gy Ba) G el
Aleladl) (e gaill 138 dalled (a0 ¢ Dainl el LS 5eY)

LaSs dagall LN (saa) impaiat Cigas dan (S0 Bysaall &Ll Jal (g
bl 7 3laiy eyl clelaYly Gulsdll sda e adetll 5)la) Jelis
*ulaall e\ﬂ‘}[\ e saniall LY ) 5 a8

2aals ¢ ulead) o ) ZOLaY L AR e il LY paes o Jsill oSa Y

\




Uslsdll jome 8 julaall e sl #30a¥) A 5l saniall Gl ) 3 dualal) Ay il sl 48 a0 wadll 3 jadlae cp deal /o

Ula el 1S cdile ) (g9 Jahy) Lalag COUl (e Jranill (sgine (Lo cglil
oL gladll dlgie IS Gally (S Gaall Golaa alae e poliall GalAll ol
s> U ) alage ulaally dnalaill laliall (s & &ils @) 445" ¢ Clgeall
Ueloall Calaal dubi 8 dsaleil) lalially gujlaall 35ga o] (8 O gagan d3leY)
Crockett, et, al, ) ."dc il cile senall (1o Wyt s dileY) 90 Dl clyils duals
(2012

JULYT OIS G K1 ael) AUl 8 da Lol (S o3a dadud) Jadl) 339
Osild Jlasal 8 dpardail) glalially landill (e O ganing dBludl 25811 8 A8l Y (550
ale (8 "Ble Yl (o b et pugll AleY (god (sl QIS " Caliny Jiba 5y o
(Zlatos, 1994) .. 44V

Lebas 8 A8leY) (555 JUbYI cpe /) + Jah Ja ple <8 YN calS us
bl el LY A Aus g AN Alall el e A5 sda il Ludlas
@sd JLalaY) IS o el man iy alall ¢pyall Asdlaal) il wall 3lgs aa <l
Aoy (g3 JUbY) (e 790 ) Slanill 3 manl Jad G s (4 8 A3l
gsar aliadd ¥l jésg acls Lea o(Atman, Thurlow, and Vang, 2010)
O SN alioly (38 IS Lualal) Al malys daalyes ABleY) (oA Aasiall cileral
aa3 A3leY) (553 458 JLas] Ul Lag cABleY) (695 poe cansliml Gy paall Al 3 ilipaaal)
A )lee aie A8l (god A% 8 pa il J)y Le Cioa Jagale (S5 A JS ALl oS
LAY Al e ganally

Ghlially Gaylaal) el ol Luliall deliall e Eiadll jaiue Iy Le Jeal)
el e i) (g5l Al ASial dalell Cilaadl Jsaasll dal e dpalel
1 ¢l Jal G Jaally Alglaal) 8 Banll 05 Jumil) Gl d3as o 8al) Ll

Lx:da.t\ly Q}QBS\JGA dgaal aalg = 3gad e OS5 Al

—A



Yovo ssSh - (4) 2l (v) sl Jeallall g dal Al iy il ddas

AL A julad) o Al 2061 gyl 2] A o Aadial)
Cladieall jass (A gual (Jasl e Gian Al S s Jihll e 385 ol dagle
Jslad Bpalae ASp lelualds IS dwaal) L3l (ruady Glaslaall daalyey clala¥lg
£ o Ayie IS e cala il JUl Jus e il (L Guaal) s
£ ALY Ay (lehyaY) s e callally V) A5 Boia Joalis 39 7<) adiga
Cald L 552 Y) LVl ol ANsllg Laddanll Aidaiall (ggise o duyre ISV anill il e
ol (o5 Tan Aled (< dlary dils o puleall o il (gou il Z DAY dage
Bacine ADLAY A8ll sdgl 21 Callall i ()50 Cagusg abeill A00al)g Lpaliall 25l diagig
aaa sl clalgay) e o Lallly 46 Gl e



Uslsdll jome 8 julaall e sl #30a¥) A 5l saniall Gl ) 3 dualal) Ay il sl 48 a0 wadll 3 jadlae cp deal /o

1-

e/l
Altman, J., Thurlow, M., & Vang, M. (2010). Annual performance

report: 2007—2008 state assessment data. Minneapolis, MN:
University of Minnesota, National Center on Educational
Outcomes.

Crockett, J. B., Billingsley, B. S., & Boscardin, M. L. (Eds.). (2012).
Handbook of leadership and administration for special education.
New York, NY: Routledge.

Datnow, Amanda. (2006). Comments on Michael Fullan’s “The future
of educational change: System thinkers in action”. Journal of
Educational Change, 7(3), 133- 135. doi: 10.1007/s10833-006-0005-4
Elmore, R. & Rothman, R. (1999). Testing, teaching, and learning: A
guide for states and school districts. Washington, DC: National
Academy Press.

Goertz, M. (2007). Standards-based reform: Lessons from the past,
directions for the future. Paper presented at the Conference on the
Uses of History to Inform and Improve Education Policy, Brown
University, Providence, RI. Retrieved September 30, 2009, from
http://www?7.nationalacademies.org/cfe/Goertz%20Paper.pdf
Goldschmidt, P., Roschewski, P., Choi, K., Auty, W., Hebbler, S.,
Blank, R., et al. (2005). Policymakers'guide to growth models for

school accountability: How do accountability models differ?
Washington, DC: Council of Chief State School Officers.
National Governors' Association. (1986). Time for results: The

governors' 1991 report. Washington, DC: Author.



http://www7.nationalacademies.org/cfe/Goertz%20Paper.pdf

Yovo ssSh - (4) 2l (v) sl Jeallall g dal Al iy il ddas

8- Shepard, L., Hannaway, J., & Baker, E. (2009). Standards,
assessments, and accountability (Education Policy White Paper).

Washington, DC: National Academy of Education. Retrieved

September 25, 2009, from http://www.naeduca-tion.org/
Standards_Assessments_Accountability White Paper.pdf
9- Stullich, S., Eisener, E., McCrary, J., & Roney, C. (2006). National

assessment of Title I. Interim report. Washington, DC: U.S.

Department of Education, Institute of Education Studies.

10- Zlatos, B. (1994). Don't test, don't tell: Is "academic red-
shirting" skewing the way we rank our schools? American
School Board Journal, 181(11), 24-28.


http://www.naeduca-tion.org/%20Standards_Assessments_Accountability_White_Paper.pdf
http://www.naeduca-tion.org/%20Standards_Assessments_Accountability_White_Paper.pdf

