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Abstract:
Hunting as an entry point into the Egyptian countryside

during the second half of the nineteenth century

This paperaddresses the subject of the European practice

of birds shooting in Egypt during the half century thatsmostly Britishs

precede the Denshawai incident of 1906. Through this time frame. we
understand that this incident was not isolated for sportsmen were very
numerous (ornithologists. tourists and soldiers). Even before the Brit-
ish occupation of the country. villagers sent petitions to complain
about this sport that caused a lot of damages to their crops and kill a
lot of their birds (mostly pigeons. quails and herons). Egyptiansliving
in the countryside often resorted to violence to stop sportsmen. Hunt-
ing rules were gradually adopted but they aimed more at protecting
foreigners and their sport as well as animals considered useful to ag-
riculture than the rural inhabitants. The article focuses especially on
the Guiza regulation of 1895 that forbid the traditional Egyptian way
of hunting quails and transformed the Egyptian quails hunters into ser-
vants of sportsmen.

This knowledge about birds shooting in Egypt allows us to argue
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that this sport participated in the European domination of Egypt as the
safaris participated in the conquest of Africa. We also show that, dur-
ing this half century, villagers struggled against sportsmen without
support from the Egyptian nationalist elites. So, the Denshawai in-
cident, which is generally seen as the new start of the Egyptian na-
tional liberation struggle, appears from the peasants' point of view as
the end of their struggle against birds shooting. After the Denshawai
incident, authorities adopted new laws to supervise birds shooting and
to forbid pigeons shooting in the Egyptian villages. On a methodolog-
ical level, hunting appears as a very fruitful entry point into Egyptian
countryside. It gives access to numerous documents about it. Beyond
countryside, the study of hunting integrates animals into the analyses
of the uneven colonial relationship between the colonizers and the na-
tives. This way, it gives insights about the role colonialism played into
the emergence of the global environmental crisis we all live in today.
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