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Abstract

Publication of a series of Demotic tax receipts from the Roman period, issued by the bank
of the Northern Quarters in Jeme. These include the poll and bath taxes, as well as taxes
that cannot be identified.

This collection belongs to the Oriental Institute's 1929/30 season of excavation at

Madinet Habu?, and are kept in the Egyptian museum in Cairo holding numbers M.H.
1809,488, 1967, 4051, 2786, 2394, 29.20, 2939, 4275, 475,523, 4297, 1024, 2773, 2782
and 2796. It is remarkable that number M.H. 2394 holds also a field number 29.20 which
refers to the find spot F5.2

The texts in this study are dated to the Roman period, the first eleven texts mention the
date, while it is broken in the other texts. The name of the Roman emperor Augustus is
written no. 2 (M.H. 488) and no. 7 (M.H. 2939), and emperor Tiberius in no. 9 (M.H.
475). The receipts which do not mention the name of the emperor probably date to the
reign of Augustus® such as text no. 1 (M.H. 1809).

1 Hoschler, U., Medinet Habu Reports, 2, The Architectural Survey; Chicago-Illinois, 1929/1930,
For more information about this colection see: Lichtheim, M., Demotic Ostraca from Medinet
Habu, Chicago-Illinois, 1957; Wahid EI-Din, S., Demotic Ostraca from Thebes in the Egyptian
Museum, Ph.D diss., Zagazig University, 2005; Nabil, S., Unpublished Demotic Ostraca from
Medinet Habu in the Egyptian Museum, Ph.D. diss., Ain Shams University, 2011; Nabil, S.,
Some Unpublished Demotic Ostraca that Deal with Poll tax from the Roman Period, BACPS 2,
2014, The Fifth International Congress The Word and Image in Ancient Civilizations, Cairo, 1-5;
Nabil, S., Three Demotic Ostraca from Medient Habu, Abgadiyat 12, 2017, 28-34.

2 To be added to the list of Lichtheim, Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu, 111; Wahid EI-Din,
O. Thebes, 2; Nabil, Unpublished Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu, XXVII f.

% Lichtheim, Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu, 16.
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Most texts have missing sections and have been completed by parallel texts from the same period
and place.*

Keywords: Demotic, Taxes, Roman, poll taxes, bath taxes, Madinet Habu, Jeme.
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M.H. 1809,488, 1967, 4051, 2786, 2394, 29.20, 2939, 4275, 475, 523, 4297, 1024, 2773, 2782,
2796.
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1. M.H. 1809 (Plate I)
Description:

Potsherd: brown. The ostracon is broken on the right and left sides. The handwriting is
rounded.

12.5 x 4.6 cm; thickness 1.0-1.2 cm
Transliteration:

1. [rin N]JTN" s3 Pa-Mnt[....]

2. [r p3shn nn3 wyw] mhtw hr|....]
3. [n] '9m3 sttr 1.t

4. [r sttr 2z r sttr 1.t ‘n sh n h3.t sp] 4 ibt-2 Smw

4 Lichtheim, Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu; Wahid EI-Din, Demotic Ostraca from
Thebes; Nabil, Unpublished Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu.
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5. [swX]

Translation:

1. [N.] N. son of Pa-MnT [has paid] [....]

2. [to the bank of the] northern [quarters] for[....]

3. [in] Jeme, 1 stater

4. [makes, % stater makes 1 stater again. Written in year] 4 of inundation,
5. [day X]

Notes:

The taxpayer [N.] N.son of Pa-MnT has paid 1 stater as an installment for the poll or
bath tax, as for the full yearly rate of the poll tax was 4 staters, while it was 2 kite for the
bath tax.°

This installment probably belongs to the poll tax rather than the bath tax because 1 kite is
a regular yearly rate of the bath tax in Jeme.®

Year 4 belongs to the reign of Augustus (= 26 BCE, May 26- June 24), as the text does
not mention the name of the emperor in the date.’

The full rate of the tax is 1 stater; the missing parts in line 4 could be the half of the rate
which is s stater or 1 kite,® then the full rate and word an "again™, and finally the date
and probably the next line 5 has the number of the day.

2. M.H. 488 (Plate I1)

® Mattha, G., Demotic Ostraca from the Collections at Oxford Paris, Berlin, Vienna and Cairo,
Le Caire, 1945, 45 f; Wallace, S. L., Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletion: Princeton
University Studies in Papyrology 2, Princeton and London, 1938, 157.

® Vleeming, S. P., Ostraka Varia, Tax Receipts and Legal Documents on Demotic, Greek, and
Greek-Demotic Ostraka, Chiefly of the Early Ptolemaic Period, From Various Collectoins:
Papyrologica Lugduno-Batava 26, E.J. Brill, Leiden, New York and K&ln, 1994, no. 59, n. ee.

" Lichtheim, Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu, 16.
8 Cf. texts 3, 12.
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Description

Potsherd: brown. The ink is very faint in all lines. The handwriting is small, thin, rounded
and compact.

10.5 x 9.5 cm; thickness 1.5-1.8 cm
Transliteration:

1. r.in TPa-Mn s3 Pa- Mn s3 P3-§r-Mnt " r p3 shn
2. 'nn3 “wy.w mhtw hr ht n p.t n h3.t-sp 121
J.r.asttrlarkt ltrsttr 1.t nshnh3.t-sp 12
4. Gysrs ibt 2 Smw sw.......nibt 3 3h.t [ sw...]
S.sttr 1.t rktl.t rstrl.t™nm

Translation:

1. Pa-Mn son of Pa-Mn son of P3-sr-Mnt has paid to the bank

2. of the northern quarters for the poll (?) tax in year 12

3. ....1 stater makes, 1 kite makes, 1 stater again. Written in year 12
4. Augustus, Payni, day....again Hathyr, [day....]

5. 1 stater makes, 1 kite makes, 1 stater again.

Notes:

The text was written in year 12 and belongs to the reign of Augustus (= 18 BCE, May
26-June 24).

The taxpayer Pa-Mn son of Pa-Mn son of P3-sr-Mnt has paid poll tax for the year in two
installments: one stater in Payni and one in Hathyr.

Line 4. The name of the emperor Augustus is written slightly below the level of the other
words in the line.

- There are no traces of sw..."day..." at the end of this line.
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3. M.H. 1967 (Plate I11)
Description:

Potsherd: brown. The ostracon is broken on the left side. The ink is very faint at the
beginning of line 2 and there are some spots which affect the beginning of lines 2-4. The
handwriting is big.

15 x 8.8 cm; thickness 0.5-0.8 cm
Transliteration:

1.r.in1r-gl3 [s3 N.N r p3 shn]

2. 'nn3 wyw mhtw [...]

3. nh3.t-sp 14.t sttr 1.t r Tsttr [ *s ]

4.rstir 1.t n shP3-r....0[...]

S.n h3.t- splv .t ibt 4Smw sw 4

Translation:

1. 1r-g/3 [son of N.N.] was paid [to the bank]
2. of the northern quarters [....]

3.in year 13, 1 stater, makes [ Y2 ] stater,

4. makes 1 stater again. Signed by PA-..... [....]
5.in year 13, Epeiph, day 4.

Notes:

Year 14 belongs to the reign of Augustus (= 16 BCE, July 28).°

The taxpayer 1r-g/3 son of [N.N.] has paid 1 stater as an installment for a tax whose
name is broken and it probably belongs to the poll or bath tax.

9 Cf. text 1.
10 Cf. text 1.
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This installment probably belongs to the poll tax rather than the bath tax.*
4. M.H. 4051 (Plate 1V)
Description:

Potsherd: grey. The ostracon is broken on the right and left sides and at the bottom. The
handwriting large.

7.8 x 13.5 cm; thickness 1.0-1.2 cm
Transliteration:

1.[r.iin N.N s3N.N]rp3shnn

2. [n3 w.y.w mht.w n 9m3 n] h3.t-sp 30.t
Translation:

1. [N.N. son of N.N. has paid] to the bank of
2. [the northern quarters of Jeme in] year 30.
Notes:

Year 30 belongs to the reign of Augustus (= 1 BCE), as the high dates belong to him.*
5. M.H. 2786 (Plate V)

Description:

Potsherd: brown. The ostracon is broken on the right side, partly on the left side and at
the bottom. There are some spots which have affected the text. The handwriting is thin.

11.8 x 10.5 cm; thickness 0.5—-1 cm
Transliteration:

1. [r.in] P3-$r-Tmn s3 Pa-$3 r p3 shn n

11 Cf. text 1.

12| ichtheim, Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu, 16.
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2. [n3 “wy.w mhtw] hr ht n p.t n h3.t-sp35

3. [sttr 2.t rsttr] 1.t v sttr 2.t “n sh n h3.t-sp 35

4.ibt 2 smw sw 19 nibt 3 r...7[...]

S [..]sw28r..11[..]

Translation:

1. PA-Sr-Imn son of Pa-SA [has paid] to the bank of

2. [the northern quarters] for the poll tax in year 35

3. [2 staters make, ] 1 [stater] makes, 2 staters again. Written in year 35
4. Payni, day 19 again, third month of .... [...]

5.[...] day 28 ....[....]

P3-sr-Tmn son of Pa-33 has paid 2 staters as an installment for the poll tax in year 35 of
Augustus. He paid the tax in two installments: the first in Payni and the second in the
third month of an unknown season.

Year 35 belongs to the reign of Augustus (= 6 CE, June 13).:
6. M.H. 2394 M.H. 29.20 (Plate V1)
Description

Potsherd: brown. The ostracon is broken on the right and left sides. The handwriting is
small and compact.

11.5 x 9.8 cm; thickness 1.5-1.8 cm
Transliteration:
1. [r.in N.N s3] 1r-p3j-k3" r p3 shn [n n3 ‘w.y.w]

2. 'mhtw' n h3.t-sp 38 [....]

13 See text 4.
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3. L.drthCt322 Yarker..0[..]

4, r.0.]

Translation:

1. [N.N. son of] 1r-p3j-k3 has paid to the bank [of the quarters]
2. northern in year 38 [...]

3.[....] make 3% Y4 obols, make .... kite [....]

4,100

Notes:

The taxpayer has paid a tax of which is missing in year 38 of the reign of Augustus (= 8
CE).1

7. M.H. 2939 (Plate VII)

Description

Potsherd: brown. The ostracon is broken on the left side and at the bottom. The
handwriting is large and rounded.

12.9 x 9.5 cm; thickness 0.5-0.7 cm
Transliteration

l.rintlr.0 [s3N.Nr]

2. p3shn n '3 [Cwy.w mhtw hr 83 s.t]
3. r.iwn (n) h3.t-sp 40 TGsrs

4. n9m3 rster |[....]

S.[..] rsh n h3.t-sp 40 tpy 3[h.t]

Translation

14 See text 4.
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1. 1r..[son of N.N.] has paid [to]

2. the bank of the [ northern quarters for the]
3. ... bath (tax) in year 40 of Augustus

4. in Jeme [x] stater

5.[...] Written in year 40 Thoth

Notes:

The taxpayer has paid the bath tax with the stater, in year 40 of the reign of Augustus (=
10 CE, 29 Augustus - 27 September).

Line 3. ] This sign probably represents the end of the word s.t.
8. M.H. 4275 (Plate VII1)

Description

Potsherd: reddish brown. The text is complete. The handwriting is thin and rounded.
9.0 x 11.5 cm; thickness 0.5-1.5 cm

Transliteration:

1. r.in Pa-by s3 Pa-Mnt s3 Pa-tm

2. (r) p3 shn n n3 wwy.w mht.w hr ht n “pt

3. nh3.t-sp 43 n 9m3 sttr 2.t r sttr 1.t r

4. sttr 2.t “n hr h3.t-sp 43 ibt 2 Smw sw 22

Translation:

1. Pa-by son of Pa-MnT son of Pa-tm has paid

2. (to) the bank of the northern quarters for the poll tax

3. of year 43 in Jeme, 2 staters, make 1 stater, makes
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4. 2 staters again, for year 43, Payni, day 22.

Notes:

The taxpayer Pa-by son of Pa-Mnt son of Pa-tm has paid 2 staters as an installment of the
poll tax in year 43 of the reign of Augustus (= 14 CE, June 16).

It seems that the taxpayer Pa-by son of Pa-MnT son of Pa-tm is not known from other
texts which have been published before.

9. M.H. 475 (Plate 1X)
Description:

Potsherd: reddish brown. The ostracon is broken partly from the right side. The
handwriting is small, rounded and compact.

14.2 x 8.4 cm; thickness 0.7-1.8 cm

Transliteration:

1. [r.in] r....0 83 P3-nhs r p3 shn n n3 “wy.w mht.w

2.[..)nh3tsp l.tn9m3sttr 2.t kt 2.t 2tb .t 8 sttr 1.t kt 1.t Ya tb®
3.[...J4trsttr2.tkt2.t*tb.t 8 ‘n shn h3.t sp 1.t tybrs

4.[...]13htswli2

Translation:

1..... son of PA-nHs (?) has paid to the bank of the northern quarters

2.[...] inyear 1 in Jeme 2 staters, 2*s kite, 8 obols, 1 stater, 1% kite, obols
3.[...] 4 makes 2 staters, 2*s kite, 8 obols again. Written in year 1 of Tiberius

4. [x month] of inundation, day 12.
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Notes:
Year 1 belongs to the reign of Tiberius (= 14 CE, 9 September-8 December).

The taxpayer ..... son of PA-nHs (?) has paid 2 staters, 25 kite, 8 obols for a tax, the name
of which is lost in the lacuna. It is remarkable that these values are high for one tax.

The handwriting of this text is the same as another tax receipt belonging to the reign of
Tiberius,* which was thought to belong to the bath tax but according to my rereading of

the current word ﬁ"'m as n 9mA not as iwn.
10. M.H. 523 (Plate X)

Description:

Potsherd: brown. The ostracon is broken on the right and left sides. There is a loss of text
at the beginning of all four lines and the ends of lines 1 and 2. The ink is very faint in the
middle of line 2 and much of lines 3 and 4. The handwriting is neat and rounded.

14.8 x 8.0 cm.; thickness 1-1.8 cm.

Transliteration:

1. [r.in] TP3-$r-Mnt1 s3 TPa-9mA7 r p3 shn n n3 “wy.w T mht.w1 [. . ]
2. [n h3.t-sp] T3.00 n Dm3 sttr 2.t ht kt 3.t % r

3. [sttr 1.t ht-kt 1*224] Tr sttr 2.t ht kt 3.t 2 “n1 sh n h3.t-sp 3.t

4. [Tybris. . . .. 1r..... Smw sw 147

Translation:
1. P3-sr-Mnt (?) son of Pa-9mA (?) [has paid] to the bank of the northern quarters [. . .]

2. [in year] 3 of Jeme, 2 staters, 3%z silver kite, makes [. .]
3. [1 stater, 1*s% silver kite] makes 2 staters, 3ts silver kite again. Written in year 3
4. [of Tiberius...] x month of harvest, day 14.

Notes:

The name of the tax is in lacuna, but it is likely that the payment of 2 staters and 3*s kite
represents an instalment for the poll tax, the full rate of which was 4 staters.®

15 Cf. Nabil, Unpublished Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu, no. 14.
16 Cftext 1.
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Line 1. The taxpayer P3-sr-Mnt (?) son of Pa-9mA (?) is mentioned before in some tax
receipts dated from the year 32 of Augustus to year 1 of Tiberius. In the most of these
texts he is mentioned with the name of his grandfather Ms-wr.t’

Lines 2-3. The number 3.t which is written at the beginning of line 2 % and the

middle of line 3 y is very faint.

- The text was written in year 3, and this could be the reign of Tiberius (= 16 CE).
11. M.H. 4297 (Plate XI)

Description:

Potsherd: brown. The ostracon is broken on the right and left sides and at the bottom. The
text is washed out at the beginning of the first line. The handwriting is large and untidy.

7.5 x 9.5 cm; thickness 1-1.2 cm

Transliteration:

1. [r.in....] TP3-8r-Mn" s3 Pa-Mnt s3TPa-tm? [r p3 shn n n3 ‘w.y.w]

2. [mhtw hr ht n] *p.t n h3.t-sp 7.t n9m3 [....]

3.[...]"ibt.prtswl10...0[....]

Translation:

1. P3-$r-Mn son of Pa-MnT son of Pa-tm [has paid] [to the bank of the quarters]
2. [northern for the tax of] poll in year 7 in Jeme [....]

3. [....]x month of winter, day 10... [...]

Notes:

17 For more information about this taxpayer see: Nabil, Unpublished Demotic Ostraca from
Medinet Habu, 328 f.
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P3-$r-Mn son of Pa-MnT son of Pa-tm has paid for a poll tax in year 7.

The taxpayer P3-sr-Mn son of Pa-MnT son of Pa-tm is mentioned before in a tax receipt
for poll and bath taxes in year 9 of Tiberius.*® Year 7 could be dated to the reign of
Tiberius (= 21 CE).

12. M.H. 1024 (Plate XII)
Description:

Potsherd: grey. The ostracon is broken on the right side. The handwriting is regular and
compact.

13.7 X 7.6 cm; thickness 1.0-1.2 cm

Transliteration:

1. [r.in N.N s3 N.N]r p3 shn n n3 “wy.w mht.w

2. (... ]sttrl.trktltrsttrl.tn

3. [shnh3.tspX]tpy Smw swé sttr l.trktl.tr

4. [sttr 1.t] rm

Translation:

1. [N.N. son of N.N. has paid] to the bank of the northern quarters
2.[.....] 1 stater makes, 1 kite makes, 1 stater again.

3. [Written in year x] Pachons, day 4. 1 stater makes, 1 kite makes,
4. [1 stater] again

Notes:

The taxpayer has paid 1 stater for a tax, this rate could be either an installment for a poll
or bath tax.*

13. M.H. 2773 (Plate XI11)

18 ichtheim, Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu, no. 44.
19 Cf. text 1.
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Description:

Potsherd: brown. The ostracon is broken on the left side. The handwriting is regular and
neat.

12.2 x 8.6 cm; thickness 0.5-0.7 cm
Transliteration:

1. r.in Pa-Mn[t] [s3 N.N r p3 shn n]

2. n3 “wjw [mht.w]

3.n9m3 [....sh n h3.t sp h]

4.ibt 2 sSmw [ sw ...... sh ]

5. hr 3 rs.t-iwn [....]

Translation:

1. Pa-Mn[T] [son of N.N.] has paid [to the bank of]
2. the [northern] quarters

3.of Jeme [........ Written in year x]

4. Payni, [day.....Signed by]

5. for the bath tax [....]

Notes:

Pa-MnT [son of N.N.] has paid the bath tax. Both the rate and the year are in lacuna.
14. M.H. 2782 (Plate XIV)

Description:

Potsherd: brown. The ostracon is broken from all sides. The handwriting is compact and
rounded.
7.2 X 9.8 cm; thickness 0.5-0.8 cm
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Transliteration:

X+3. [sttr 2.t) r sttr 1.t v sttr 2.t ‘n sh n [h3.t sp X...]

X+4. [hr 3] Ts.t- iwn? [....]

Translation:

XL [ee] oo [oon]

xt2.[....] .....inJeme ..... [....]

x+3. [2 staters] make, 1 stater makes 2 staters again. Written in [year x]
x+4. [for the] bath-tax[....]

Notes:

The taxpayer has paid 2 staters as a high yearly rate of the bath tax,? or probably 2 staters
belong to another tax * and the rate of the bath tax is missing at the end of the receipt.

15. M.H. 2796 (Plate XV)
Description:

Potsherd: brown. The ostracon is broken on the right and left sides and at the bottom. The
handwriting is large.

8.7 x 11.2 cm; thickness 1.5-1.6 cm
Transliteration:
1. r.in 2nsw-3j=f-nht'[s3 N.N r p3 shn n]

2. [n3 wyw mhtw n9m3 n h3.t sp X] ... [....]

20

Cf. text 1.
21 Bath tax receipts are sometimes written together with other taxes on the same ostracon as,
e.g, Lichtheim, Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu, nos. 45, 47-48; Nabil, Unpublished
Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu, nos. 15-17.
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Translation:

1. 2nsw-13j=f-nht [son of N.N.] has paid [to the bank of]
2. [the northern quarters in Jeme in year x] .... [....]
Notes:

Most words of the receipt are missing, the remaining parts are only, the verb r. in "has
paid"” and the first part of the taxpayer's name which is 2nsw-z3j=f-nht.

General comments:

- The name of the tax is preserved in some texts while it is missing in others:
Poll tax: texts 2, 5, 8 and11.

Bath tax: texts 7, 13 and 14.

Unknown taxes: texts 1, 3-4, 6, 9-10, 12 and 15.

As for the sort of the unknown taxes some of them could be guessed by their rates such as
intexts 1, 3, 10 and 12.

- Most of the texts do not mention the name of the emperor except texts 2 and 7
(Augustus) and text 9 (Tiberius). The receipts which lack the name of the emperor or
have high dates belong to the reign of Augustus,?? such as texts 1, 3-6 and 8.

- The rate of the taxes was paid in one installment in texts 1, 3, 6, 8, 10, 12 and 14, or in
two installments in texts 2 and 5, while the rate is missing in texts 4, 7, 11, 13 and 15.

- The name of the taxpayers are mentioned in texts 5 and 8, while it is lost totally or
partially in texts 1-4, 6-7, 9-15.

22 |_ichtheim, Demotic Ostraca from Medinet Habu, 16.
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Plate |

1809

O 2 = 5

No. 1
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Plate 1l

No. 2
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Plate 111

No. 3
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Plate IV

No. 4
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Plate V

No. 5
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Plate VI

2394

O - 5

No. 6
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Plate VII

No. 7
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Plate VIII

No. 8

132



Unpublished Roman Demotic Tax Receipts

Plate IX

No. 9
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Plate X

No. 10

134



Unpublished Roman Demotic Tax Receipts

Plate XI

O O — M 5

No. 11
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Plate XII

No. 12
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Plate XIII

ellc

() DX — [l 15

No. 13
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Plate XIV

No. 14

138



Unpublished Roman Demotic Tax Receipts

Plate XV

2796

ONINNN N 5

No. 15
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