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Abstract

The importance of studying this manuscript is due to its archaeological and historical
value. The empty space in the Qur’an of the study provided us with a valuable translation of one
of the reciting copyists during the Mamluk era, who was neglected in the translation books and
historical sources during that period. Also, what increases the importance of this manuscript is
that it was written by a Sufi, with karamat “supernatural wonders”, who came to worship from
West Africa, died in the city of Damietta and was buried there, and his grave has become a
shrine to the present time. This figure had an active role in the cultural and religious life of
Damietta, so many of the followers, whether from inside or outside Damietta, followed him. He
is Sheikh Fateh Al-Asmar Al-Takruri, who had a great deal of reconstructing and restoring the
Abu Al-Maati Mosque in Damietta. In this regard, it is worth mentioning that Sheikh Al-Takruri
holds a ceremony in the city of Damietta in the first month of Sha’ban every year, known as the
mouled of Sidi Abu Al-Maati.

Also, through this Holy Qur’an, it is possible to make a comparative analytical study of the
Rihani script, and the decorations of that manuscript with samples of contemporary manuscripts
of the Qur’an, to find out the artistic style that the scribe followed in writing Qur’an under study.
Therefore, it can be cited in the field of archaeological studies in general, and the study of
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Islamic archaeological calligraphy, especially during the Mamluk era. In this research, | will
follow the scientific method based on analysis; comparison and approach, to come up with
results that may help achieve the objectives of that research.

One of the most prominent results of this research was that, it clarified the contributions of
reciters in transcribing the Holy Qur’an during the Mamluk era. Among them is Ibn al-Sammak,
and his method of writing in the Rihani script, to clarify the extent to which he was influenced by
Ibn al-Bawab, and his resemblance with Yagoot al-Musta’sim on many technical characteristics
in writing the Rihani script, and the drawing of its letters. In addition to the above, the study
emphasized the cultural and religious relations that existed between the countries of Tukulor and
the Mamluk State in Egypt, and the migration of some Sufis from those countries and their
settlement in Egypt during the study period.

Keywords:Mamluk Qur’an, Ibn al-Sammak, copyists ,reciter, Fateh al-Asmar, Rihani Script,
Tukulor
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