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Abstract
Military weapons played a major role in the superiority of armies and in determining
their strength, and the first concern of rulers throughout the ages was to have a strong, full-
fledged army equipped with all forms of weapons that would help it to victory over the
enemies, and every commander or knight was keen to appear In all his military equipment and
pomp in order to give him prestige and pride and make him fearless, this armament was not
limited to battles only, but they were keen to appear in this form in celebrations and
ceremonies.
The weapon of cannons played a very dangerous and far-reaching role in the history of
India, and in ensuring the superiority of the Mughal military forces since the era of Emperor
Zahir al-Din Muhammad Babur (932-937 AH/1526-1530 AD), the founder of the Indian
Mughal state, until its fall during the 12th AH /18th century AD. Cannons remained the focus
of the rulers of the India Mughal State, and they relied heavily on it along with other
traditional weapons and firearms.
This research aims to prove the important role of artillery in opening the impregnable
Indian castles and forts, ensuring the supremacy of the Indian Mughal army, resolving armed
conflicts in most cases in favor of the Mughal emperors and stabilizing the pillars of the
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Mughal state in India, and the role of each cannon during the war, also studying the methods
of using these cannons and their positions, whether during war battles, or the long siege
operations waged by the Indian Mughal army to subdue the fortified fortresses, and to
highlight the extent to which painters in the era of the Mughal state in India showed the
important role played by the artillery through their drawings that they documented the events
of those battles were meticulous, as the manuscripts of the Indian Mughal school since the
reign of Emperor Babur and the reigns of his successors, were full of drawings of war
cannons as a major weapon in the armament of the Indian Mughal army.

Keywords: Artillery, Indian Mughal state, Mughal Emperors, firearms, Manuscript
illustrations.
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