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Abstract

We have several mirrors dating back to the Qajar period, preserved in many museums. These
objects are decorated by inscriptions, whether on the outside or on the cover, inside or outside. In
rare cases, the inscriptions surround the mirror itself. The research deals with the study of
inscriptions of Seven mirrors preserved in a number of museums, such as the Museum of Islamic
Art in Cairo, the Metropolitan Museum, the Hermitage Museum, the Victoria & Albert Museum,
and the Qajar Museum in Tabriz.

The study is in two parts: The first is a descriptive study of the inscriptions on mirrors, in terms
of its date, place & number of preservation, material and style of decorations, a brief description
of the masterpiece and reading of the inscriptions and its translation into Arabic if it were
written in Persian. The second section deals with the analytical study and deals with the materials
used such as paper mache, wood and the decorative style in lacquer, in addition, studying the
visual direction of the inscriptions and dividing them into three basic styles according to their
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contents. we find that the religious inscriptions were executed in a horizontal rows in front of the
mirror to allow their beholders to read them, while Persian poetry was executed with a frame
surrounding pictures that include landscapes or drawings of different people, and this indicates
the functions of the inscriptions, where we find that the most of their inscriptions are directly
related, or indirectly with the functions performed by the mirror, then the research deals with the
study of the calligraphic features of the Thuluth and the Nasta’liq scripts, in both the inscriptions
were executed.

Keywords: Mirror's cases- Qajar- Visual direction- Calligraphies- Islamic Inscriptions.
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