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The phenomenon of rationing the Ottoman style and the prevalence of local
styles in religious architectures in Damascus during the Ottoman period
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Abstract
The religious buildings that were constructed in Damascus during the Ottoman period

varied to congregational mosques, mosques, madrasas, Teykiyahs and zawiyahs etc. Some of
these buildings were constructed by Sultans and the deputes orders, where the rest of which were
constructed by the order of whom inferior to the deputes. During this period, a new architectural
style - came from Turkey with the Ottoman - was used in the city so that the Ottoman influence
clearly appeared in the buildings of this period. The degree of the Ottoman influences on the
buildings of this period varied from one building to another for various considerations that were
recorded within this study. The Damascene architect did not capitulate to these foreign ottoman
influences and did not leave his local styles that settled in the city for several years. It was only a
short time, the local styles reused again beside the foreign style. At the same time, the
phenomena of the reducing the Ottoman style and replacement the local styles began to appear
until the buildings of the city became devoid of these foreign influences. This paper allocated to
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study the phenomena of reducing the Ottoman style and replacing it by the local styles through
tracing the architectural plans of these buildings and their architectural and decorative elements.
Keywords: Reducing, Ottoman, foreign, local, replacement, plans, elements
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