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Abstract:

In the museum of Islamic Art in Cairo, a unique quarter Ayyubid dinar with brockage
phenomenon is preserved, which bears the name of the Abbasid caliph Al-Nassir I-Din
Allah Ahmad. This quarter dinar is firstly to be published and studied through this
research; which is concerned in describing the general shape of it, by clarifying its
inscriptions and decorative motifs, and analyzing the inscriptions as well.

The explanation of the brockage phenomenon was expounded, which is that one side of
the quarter of a dinar has inverted and embossed inscriptions. The reason for this error is

that while the striker is striking the mold, a piece of coin gets stuck in one of the two
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molds, and it is usually the upper mold that does not fall directly under the eye of the
beholder, so that piece becomes part of the mold. Thus, when the striker mints a new
piece of coin, the piece inserted into the die, affects the new one, resulting in a similar,
but inverted design.

The research presents the emergence of the brockage phenomenon on Samanid, Ayyubid
and Ottoman coins. Besides, an Ottoman Zar Mahbub bearing this phenomenon and
preserved in the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo is been indicated. The method of
minting these coins in that period was also indicated, along with the comparison between
the quarter dinar under study and the half of the Ayyubid dirham not dated under the
name of Al-Malik Al-Kamil. It was concluded that the quarter dinar under study is
unique and is likely to be attributed to Al-Malik Al-Adil Saif al-Din Abu Bakr or King al-
Aziz Othman, and precedes the two halves of the Ayyubid dirham referred to historically.

Therefore, it becomes clear that this specimen is unique, as it has not been published
until now and that it is the only Ayyubid quarter dinar on which the phenomenon of
brockage is found. Thus, this research is considered as a new addition to Islamic
numismatics in general, and the Ayyubid one in particular.
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